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April 5, 2015 

EASTER SUNDAY Morning Mass (Year B)  

We are prophets sent to bear witness as Christ’s risen body. 

 
Inventory 
What do you see that needs to be changed — reformed or renewed — in our society? What do you see “the Church” doing 
about it? 

Stop. When you asked what “the Church” is doing, were you thinking of what the bishops and clergy are doing? Or were 
you spontaneously thinking of the whole Church — bishops and nuns, laity and priests — all working together? 

Do you think of the “Church” as guided and directed “from the top down”? Or do you assume that most of the leadership 
and Initiatives are coming “from the bottom up,” and that those in authority are just accepting and encouraging these Ini-
tiatives? 

Do you think of yourself, with your family and friends, as “being the Church”? Do you feel called to bear witness as 
Church wherever you are? In everything you do? 

How would you summarize your “job description” as a Christian? 

Input 

Three things are unique about today’s lay Catholics: 1. The laity who assemble for Mass today are the most educated con-
gregations priests have faced since the beginning of the world. 2. They are the first since the earliest days of the Church to 
be told that they are called to perfection, and not just to “save their souls.” 3. They are the first to have it explained to 
them that the vocation for which they are consecrated and empowered by God is the work of transforming society — the 
mission to “renew the face of the earth.” 

In the Opening Prayer we ask God to “raise us up and renew our lives by the Spirit that is within us.” That Spirit was giv-
en to us at Baptism, when we were solemnly anointed with chrism on the top of our heads and consecrated to carry on the 
work of Jesus: Prophet, Priest and King. This is what the Spirit empowers us to do: to be Christ, his risen body on earth, 
and let him continue his mission in our flesh. 

In the Prayer over the Gifts we offer God “the sacrifice by which your Church is reborn and nourished.” The sacrifice we 
offer at Mass is not only Jesus, but ourselves as included and incorporated in him as members of his body. When the 
bread and wine are placed on the altar at the Presentation of Gifts there should be a host on the plate for each person pre-
sent — a sign that we are presenting ourselves to be offered with Christ and in Christ for the life of the world. This is our 
vocation.  

 

Witnesses to the Resurrection:  

The Responsorial Psalm is a meditation on the first reading. The response it calls for is: “This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad” (Psalm 118) And this gives us a key to all the readings.  

Acts 10: 34-43 shows us Peter explaining the Good News for the first time to a Gentile audience. The good news is that 
Jesus has risen from the dead. His enemies did not defeat him. He has saved the world. We too will rise from the dead. 
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 

To establish his credibility Peter declares, “We are witnesses of all that he did….” And he says Jesus showed himself visi-
bly “to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” He says he 
is preaching because Jesus “commissioned us to… testify” as witnesses do. And he concludes “To him all the prophets 
bear witness….” 

This is the first work of a Christian: to bear witness to the resurrection of Jesus. We do this, not just by talking about it, 
but by showing that Jesus is alive and active in us who are his risen body on earth. The “sign of Jonah,” which is the only 
sign Jesus promised to those who asked for signs (Matthew 12: 39-40; 16:4) is not just the fact that Jesus came out of the 
tomb after three days, as Jonah came out of the fish. A sign has to be seen. And what is seen today is the living presence 
of Jesus in his body on earth today, which is us. Jesus shows himself visibly in and through us, witnesses chosen by God, 
who to this day “eat and drink with him” and recognize him in the “breaking of the bread” at Mass (Luke 22:31). 
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 “If you were raised…”  

For the living Jesus to be visible in us, we have to live and act in ways that cannot be explained except by his life present 
within us (see Acts 2: 1-36; 12: 1-26). We don’t have to work miracles; we just have to think, speak and act on the level of 
God. We have to set our hearts visibly on the life Jesus promises us in heaven. We have to live visibly by the ideals Jesus 
preaches, not just by good human principles of reasonable conduct (see 1Corinthians 1: 17-26; 2: 1-16; 3:18-23). We have 
to live in such a way that our life does not make sense — cannot be explained — except in the light of the Gospel and by 
the power of the risen Jesus living and acting in us. 

In Colossians 3: 1-4 Paul tells us this: “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

This is a question of identity. To be authentically Christian we have to simply “die” to living life in this world according 
to ordinary human standards. We have to give up everything this world holds out to us, just as if we were dead. Then we 
have to come to life again to live in this world under an entirely different set of terms. We come back to life to live as the 
risen body of Jesus. We live for what he lived for and wants to live for now in us. We live to continue his presence and his 
mission in the world. That is all we live for. Everything else that is presented to us as a possible object of choice — every 
job, every enjoyment, every relationship, every invitation to do anything — we evaluate in terms of how it will help us 
carry out the mission of Jesus on earth. There is nothing else to live for. We have died, and our old life was buried with 
Christ. We have been raised up with Christ to be his risen body on earth. Our minds therefore are set on whatever is im-
portant to him. That is what we live for; that and nothing else. This is the good news of our new meaning and purpose in 
life: a meaning and purpose that are divine. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 

In practice, this means we decide never to ask again just whether something would be right or wrong, to our advantage or 
not, enjoyable or not, profitable or not, acceptable to our friends or not. We might ask these questions. We will certainly 
take the answers to them into consideration. But we will decide what to do based on the answer to another question: “How 
will I be bearing witness to Jesus Christ — to his values, to his presence within me — if I choose to do this? How will this 
job, this relationship, this activity help me to live a life of prophetic witness as the risen body of Jesus on earth?” 

It is a simple matter of accepting our new identity as the risen body of Jesus. We live to let him live in us. It is that simple. 
We say with St. Paul: “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). 

If this sounds too radical to even think about, remember you don’t have to be perfect overnight. The path to perfection 
starts with a beginning. So begin. 

 “They saw and believed”  

John 20: 1-9 tells us to begin with believing. The first step is to believe that in truth you are the risen body of Jesus. When 
John and Peter ran to the tomb and found it empty, “they did not yet understand the Scripture that Jesus had to rise from 
the dead.” But they “saw and believed.” 

And then, the Gospel says, “the disciples returned to their homes.”  

If you accept, and accept deeply, to believe you are the risen body of Jesus, and that Jesus is alive and living in you, you 
can “return to your home” — and to all your daily occupations — but you will not return to live as you did before. You 
will try, little by little, step by step, to live as Christ and to let Christ live in you. This is to begin a new life, a life the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 

 
Insight 
Have I really given my body without reserves to be the body of the risen Jesus? Do I find this too threatening to deal 
with? What is the alternative? 
 
Initiative: 
Begin each day by saying, “Lord, I give you my body. Live this day with me, live this day in me, live this day through me.” 



 4 

 

April 6, 2015 

MONDAY, first week of Easter: 1  

The Responsorial Psalm is a key to the readings: “Keep me safe, O God, you are my hope” (Psalm 16). 

Acts 2: 14-33 says that because David was a prophet “he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,” and that 
when he wrote (in Psalm 16) “you will not abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will you suffer your holy one to see 
corruption,” he meant the Messiah would be raised from the dead. 

This is true, but we should not be simplistic about it. We don’t have to say that David was consciously aware of this. He 
could have been talking about himself, and only meant that God was not going to let him be killed anytime soon. But ac-
tually, whether he knew it or not, he was talking about the resurrection of Jesus. There are many things in the Old Testa-
ment that we can only understand in the light of what actually happened later, when Jesus came. (See, for example, Mat-
thew 1: 22-23; 2:15; 2:23; John 19:36).  

We saw yesterday that when John and Peter found Jesus’ tomb empty, “they did not yet understand the Scripture that Je-
sus had to rise from the dead.” But they “saw and believed.” Then they were able to understand what had happened. When 
reading Scripture, we do not believe because we understand; rather, we come to understand because we believe. This is 
what makes us prophets. 

Prophets are those who can see how teachings in the Gospel that are general and abstract apply to the concrete circum-
stances of their own time and place. Because they really believe, for example, that we should love one another as Jesus 
loves us, they recognize all sorts of things this love calls us to do, from abolishing slavery to talking to people everyone 
else ignores. Those who are not living out their baptismal consecration as prophets do not see these things, because they 
do not have enough real faith in what Jesus says to want to live it out in action. So they just follow the crowd and see 
things the way everyone else does. 

Matthew 28: 8-15 gives us an example of this. Those who appreciated the teachings of Jesus enough to want to believe 
would accept the women’s witness to his resurrection. Those who did not want to accept his teachings would accept the 
soldiers’ story. Sometimes our perception of truth depends on what we recognize and accept as goodness. We see that 
happening today.  

1Weekday readings are the same every year during Easter season. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet: Approach the Scriptures with faith and love. Read and reflect on the words of Jesus, desiring 
to be challenged. Take it on faith that, in spite of appearances, everything he calls you to do will lead you to greater hap-
piness.  
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April 7, 2015 

TUESDAY, first week of Easter:  

The Responsorial Psalm insists: “The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord” (Psalm 33). In the darkest times the earth 
is full of light if we look for it. When we feel like saying, “We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader” (Daniel 3: 
25), the truth is, the Church is filled with prophets and leaders. We ourselves have the gifts of prophecy and leadership. 
We just have to use them. 

In Acts 2: 36-41 Peter proclaims Christ’s defeat on the cross as his victory: “God has made him both Lord and Christ 
[Anointed, Messiah]…. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” St. Paul reaffirms this: “To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good: (1Corinthians 12:7). The gift of the Spirit is the fruit of Christ’s death 
and resurrection: his “first gift to those who believe.” 

The ability to give us the Spirit is what makes Jesus able to be Lord and Savior today. Through his Spirit, enlightening 
and strengthening the members of his body on earth, Jesus is able to continue his mission in the world. The “earth is full 
of the goodness of the Lord” because Jesus is acting in and through us who are gifted with his Spirit. 

This means that we are all called to be leaders. Anyone who sees what needs to be said or done in particular circumstanc-
es is called to exercise leadership by suggesting it or trying to get it done. Leaders don’t have to have authority (any more 
than authorities have to be leaders); we follow leaders voluntarily, because we believe they are right. 

Leadership begins with example. If we begin doing what is right ourselves — especially what is prophetically right, right 
that has not yet been generally recognized as right — we give others a chance to follow. This is prophetic leadership. 

John 20: 11-18 is one of many examples that show us Jesus using leaders to guide authorities. The Apostles were the 
ones to whom Jesus gave authority in the Church. But he gave them instructions on what to do through the women who 
were the first to go to the tomb (Matthew 28: 7, 10; Mark 16:7; John 20:17). And he used Paul to bring Peter, the chief 
among the Apostles, into line when Peter was afraid to do what was right (Galatians 2: 6-14). In the Old Testament God 
spoke more through the prophets than through the priests. In today’s Church, since all are prophets and priests by Bap-
tism, we have no reason to assume that prophetic leadership is restricted to the ordained clergy. “The earth is full of the 
goodness of the Lord.” We just have to use the gifts given to all. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Lead when you see the way. 
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April 8, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter, week one: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us the path to joy: “Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord” (Psalm 105). Those who seek will 
find; and what they find will give them the fullness of joy. 

In Acts 3: 1-10 the lame man found something he did not seek. Instead of money he received healing. And his cure 
brought others to find something they were not seeking. 

There is a three-step pattern in the Apostles’ preaching of the Good News. First, there is an event that shocks— like the 
cure of the lame man or the enthusiasm of Pentecost. The event is something that raises a question (Acts 2: 1-13; 3: 9-11; 
4:7). This is called pre-evangelization. It prepares people to listen. It makes those who were not seeking want to hear an 
answer. 

This is the work of the prophets. It doesn’t take miracles; the lifestyle of Christians should be different enough, shocking 
enough, to raise questions that cannot be answered without the preaching of the Gospel. This is what prepares people to 
listen to the Good News. 

In Luke 24: 13-35 the event that shocked the disillusioned disciples on the road to Emmaus was the apparent defeat of 
Jesus. In answer to their confused discouragement Jesus passes to the second step — evangelization — which is the proc-
lamation and explanation of the Good News in answer to the question raised. “He interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the Scriptures.” As he did so, their “hearts were burning within them” (and see Acts 2: 14-40; 3: 12-26; 4:8-
12). 

But the process is not complete until it is celebrated, which is normally in Eucharist. “He was made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread” (and Acts 2: 41-42; 4: 21 to 5:32) It is not enough just to hear and receive the message of the Gos-
pel; we have to respond to it. We have to express our faith and our joy in celebration. “Rejoice, O hearts that seek the 
Lord.” When we find what we seek we have to celebrate it. Otherwise we will not really assimilate and appreciate it. In 
this we pass from prophets to priests. 

But the starting point is seeking. And what makes people seek is pre-evangelization: something that raises a question that 
can only be answered by the news of Jesus Christ. The function of the prophets is to raise that question by the way they 
live and act. The prophets challenge, but their challenge leads to joy. “Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Live in a way that cannot be explained except through the principles and values taught (and 
lived out) by Jesus Christ. 
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April 9, 2015 

THURSDAY, first week of Easter:  

The Responsorial Psalm is our response of faith to Jesus’ death and resurrection: “O Lord, our God, how wonderful your 
name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8). 

The theme of Acts 3: 11-26 is that through the resurrection of Jesus — as made manifest in the Church, his risen body on 
earth today — God “has glorified his servant Jesus” and made clear to all that he “has thus brought to fulfillment what he 
had announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets.” 

God’s promise to Abraham was, “In your offspring all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This was not the blessing 
of prosperity through political justice and peace. Jesus did not come to achieve political reforms. He came, not to change 
the environment, but to change people who would change the environment. He came to establish peace and justice on 
earth, but indirectly, by first establishing the peace of justice and love in human hearts. Then in and through those hu-
mans, his own risen body, he would work “until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his 
holy prophets.” The blessing Jesus gives is conversion and transformation of heart: “God raised up his servant and sent 
him to bless you by turning each of you from your evil ways.” This is how God chooses to “renew the face of the earth.”  

What God promised through the prophets of old he will bring about through the prophets of today — through those who 
apply his teaching and principles creatively to current reality. The true mission of the prophets is not to predict the future 
but to create it by living it out in preview. The lifestyle and behavior of the prophetic Church should make the whole 
world cry out in admiration: “O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth! 

Luke 24: 35 to 48 makes the point that the risen Jesus is only revealed in flesh and blood. Jesus said, “Look at my hands 
and my feet…. Touch me and see that a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” And he “ate in front 
of them.” 

The role of the Church is to give the risen Jesus visible “flesh and bones.” We who live and work and eat and drink with 
others must do it in such a way that we reveal the presence of the living Jesus in us. Our witness is in what we embody. If 
in our actions we “give flesh” to the words of Jesus, then indeed we are “witnesses of these things” and the world will cry 
out, “O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Embody the Good News in your lifestyle: in your words, actions and choices; in what you buy, 
use and produce; in your profits and losses. 
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April 10 2015 

FRIDAY, first week of Easter:  

The Responsorial Psalm gives us the key to Christian living: “The stone rejected by the builders has become the corner-
stone” (Psalm 118).  

Our life must be built on interacting with Jesus, consulting his mind, responding to his inspirations, relying on his 
strength. The cornerstone of Christian life is constant interaction with the living person of Jesus, who is with us and with-
in us. 

Acts 4: 1-12 contrasts Israel’s “leaders, elders and scribes… and all who were of the high-priestly caste” with the disci-
ples of Jesus. For the authorities and recognized leaders in Israel, Jesus was “the stone rejected by the builders.” But for 
those who believe, he “has become the cornerstone” — of the Church, of life, and of that “life to the full” which is salva-
tion. “There is no salvation through anyone [or anything] else.” If we want to “have life and have it to the full” (John 
10:10), we have to deal with Jesus. 

What other options are there? 

The most common wrong choice for religious people is to build their lives and base their security on keeping God’s laws. 
But those who do this do not build their lives on God’s deepest, most fundamental and all-embracing laws — such as 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might,” “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself” (changed by Jesus to “Love one another just as I have loved you,” and “The alien who resides 
with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself.”1 These are all general principles 
that, instead of spelling out precisely what we should do, require us to think. But many prefer to focus on concrete rules, 
usually of minor (although real) importance, and to obey them rigidly, refusing the challenge of personal interpretation 
and prophetic application to particular situations. This is called legalism. It was the religion of the Pharisees and the 
“chief priests,” who rejected Jesus because he was summoning them to interact with the living God. The prophets are 
those who try to apply rules and principles to concrete circumstances according to the mind of God — by consulting the 
Spirit of Jesus within them. 

John 21: 1-14 gives us a guideline for discerning whether an inspiration is from God. When they followed the voice from 
the shore and their nets were filled, John said, “It is the Lord!” The sign it was Jesus was the fruit his instructions bore. 
We should ask if the choices we make are life-giving. Life is a sign of God. 
1Deuteronomy 6:5; John 13:34); and Leviticus 19: 18, 34. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Focus on the living Jesus, not on the dead letter of law. 
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April 11 2015 

SATURDAY, first week of Easter: 

The Responsorial Psalm gives us one source of the assurance we need to have if we are going to stand up as prophets in 
spite of rejection and opposition: “I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me” (Psalm 118). 

The whole Psalm is a hymn of confidence based on the experience of calling on God and being rescued. What gives con-
fidence to prophets is the experience of following inspirations that were proven — by their fruits, usually — to have been 
true. 

Acts 4: 13-21 shows us Peter and John standing up to the highest authorities in Israel, daring them to tell them whether “it 
is right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather than God.” 

This is a scary position to take. The Jewish authorities were established by God. It was a religious duty to obey them, and 
the only justification for disobedience would be an assurance that their command was contrary to God’s. The Apostles had 
this assurance, based on a conviction that Jesus had sent them to proclaim the Good News (Matthew 10:7; 28: 18-20): “It 
is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard.” Where does our assurance come from? 

In Mark 16: 9-15 we see Christ’s messengers being rejected by the highest authorities in Christ’s own Church. He sent 
Mary Magdalen to the Apostles, “but when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe 
it.” He sent the two he had joined on the road to Emmaus, “but they did not believe them” either. But God vindicated 
them. Jesus “appeared to the Eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of 
faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.” (Add Galatians 2: 1-14). 

If the Apostles themselves would not believe the eyewitnesses Jesus sent to them, should we be surprised if Church au-
thorities are slow to accept the insights of the prophets in the Church today? Prophets must expect rejection and even hos-
tility as normal. They must be prepared to accept this with peaceful and loving hearts. They don’t have to prove they are 
right; God will do that. He does it especially by confirming with peace in their hearts the truth they live out in action. “I 
will give thanks to you, for you have answered me.” Prophets simply have to proclaim the truth with peace — and live it 
peacefully themselves. 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Combine courage with love. Be ready to accept rejection and hostility — even from authorities 
— without withdrawing faith, loyalty or love. When you take a stance that is radical, look for the confirmation of interior 
peace. 



 10 

 
April 12 2015 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR B 

Experiencing and Expressing the Risen Life 

Inventory  

When do you experience yourself as most alive by grace? Does this usually depend on some expression other people are 
giving to their faith that supports and inspires you? How much of your experience of grace depends only what you your-
self are doing? What have you done that has given you the experience, the felt conviction, of being alive by grace? 

Input 

The Entrance Antiphon counsels us, “Like newborn infants, long for pure, spiritual milk, so that through it you may grow 
into salvation.” One way to experience life is to eat food that energizes us. The readings will show us what that food is in 
our daily lives. 

The Opening Prayer reminds us that we are reborn: that God “gives us new birth in the Spirit.” We ask God to “increase 
our awareness” of the blessings that are ours because of this new life — not so that we will rest complacently in them, but 
so that we will long for more. We pray, “Renew your gift of life within us.” We ask for divine energy to “grow… toward 
the fullness of eternal life.” We want our religion to be brought alive by the experience of Christ’s life within us. 

The Readings show us how we become aware of this experience. The Responsorial Psalm declares the spontaneous re-
sponse it evokes: “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting” (Psalm 118). 
 
A visible stance:  
Acts 4: 32-35 speaks about experiencing the grace (favor) of divine life through the stance we take toward money and 
possessions. 

We may not have great experiences in prayer or feel a lot of devotion when we are at Mass or doing “spiritual” things. We 
may even feel “turned off” by religion and indifferent to God. 

But feelings are not a good gauge of how religious we are. Feelings come and go. Feelings are produced according to the 
laws of cause and effect; not by free will. We cannot measure our personal, our real, response to anything by the way we 
feel about it. Love is shown — and experienced — in deeds. 

The problem with experiencing our love for God through deeds is that there are not a lot of things we can do that touch 
God directly. Also, God is invisible, so we can’t see what effect our actions are having on him. 

The way to “see” the stance we are taking toward God is to take a stance toward people and things on this earth — a visi-
ble stance that can only be explained or understood as resulting from a stance toward God. 

For example, in the early Church, when “all who owned property or houses sold them and donated the proceeds…. to be 
distributed to everyone according to each one’s need,” this was pretty strong evidence of real belief in the teachings and 
promises of Jesus. Why else would anyone do that? 

The stance we take toward money and possessions is a pretty good indication of the stance we take toward life in this 
world — and toward life in the world to come. The “eternal life” Jesus promises does not begin when we die; it is ours 
from the moment we accept it here on earth. The eternal life of heaven is simply the eternal life given to us on earth ex-
tended and brought to fullness. To believe in eternal life promised is to experience eternal life given — if our belief is em-
bodied in action. 

The way to experience eternal life — divine life, “grace” — given to us is to do something we could not do without it. 
The way most ready to hand is to take a stance toward treasure on earth that makes it very clear that our hearts are set on 
treasure in heaven. This is what the early Christians did. It is what Christians still do — in a variety of ways. And when 
they do they experience freedom, reassurance and joy. They speak from personal knowledge when they say, “Give thanks 
to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.” 

 
Faith in the flesh:  
John made the point in his Gospel: “No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son… who has made him known” (John 
1:18 ). Jesus did that by “taking flesh,” taking a human body and becoming a visible member of the human race. This has 
been the pattern of Christian spirituality ever since. Our religion is faith made flesh, hope embodied in physical human 
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choices, love empowering physical human actions. 

“Who [indeed] is the victor over the world?” 1John 5: 1-6 tells us it is those who are “begotten by God” by believing that 
Jesus, the “only begotten Son of the Father,” became flesh in a physical human body and physically died to give us spir-
itual life.  

Jesus came “through water and blood… not by water alone, but by water and blood.” His own baptism was not just the 
symbolic gesture of being washed in the Jordan river. The “baptism” toward which his life was bent was a washing in his 
own blood (Luke 12:50).  

On the cross Jesus proved (and experienced) the “breadth and length and height and depth” of his love for the Father and 
for us by a physical action, his passion and death, that left no doubt about his love. If we want to experience our real, our 
live union with him in that love, then our love too must be embodied in actions. These are not just any actions: they are 
actions that could have no other motivation than faith: “The victory that conquers the world is our faith.” Whatever we 
can do, conquer or achieve without faith is not an unambiguous proof of the life and power of God within us. 

This is Christian witness. We bear witness to Jesus Christ as prophets through actions that are both the expression and the 
experience of his divine life active within us. Through our visible human choices we reveal the invisible life of grace en-
lightening our minds to believe what Jesus said, converting our desires into hope for what he promises, strengthening our 
hearts to love beyond the limits of this world.  
Then we can say and inspire others to say with us, “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.” 
Unless I see and touch…  
When the risen Jesus appears to his disciples in John 20: 19-31 his opening words are always, “Peace be with you.” 
Where does that peace come from? 

Jesus’ first words after the greeting tell us. The first time, “When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side.” He showed them the proof of his passion and death so they would know that the living man in front of them had 
truly risen from the dead. The first source of our peace is in the fact that Jesus is risen and is living still. He is still with us. 

After his second greeting, Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Then he “breathed on them and said, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

The second source of our peace is in the fact that we are sent and empowered by the Spirit to continue Christ’s work on 
earth. We have a meaning and purpose in life. We know what we are here for, and what we have to do. And we know that 
the light and strength to do it are coming, not from us, but from the gift of the Spirit within us. In other words, we know 
that the risen Jesus is living and acting in us. We are the risen Jesus. 

Jesus said that he would go down into the grave to rise multiplied through resurrection in every living member of his body 
on earth: “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). Our peace is in the fact that Jesus is risen and living in us. 

But Thomas could not find this peace just from the other disciples’ report that they had seen Jesus. He said, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands” and touch his wounds myself, “I will not believe.” 

Thank God for hard-headed disciples! Thomas voiced the need we all have to see flesh-and-blood evidence that Jesus is 
risen and real. Where do we find it? In the flesh-and-blood reality of his body on earth — in the flesh–and-blood experi-
ence that we and others are living the life of grace, the risen life, the divine life of Jesus living in us. Every time we act in 
a way that expresses our faith, and especially when nothing but faith can explain it, Jesus in us is saying to anyone who 
doubts, “See my hands. Touch me. And do not be unbelieving but believe — that through this belief you may have life.” 

 
Insight 
What do I do that cannot be explained except by my faith in Jesus Christ? Are there things I do that I know I would 
not do unless I were motivated by faith, even though other people might do them for other motives? 
 
Initiative:  
Take God’s words seriously. Make some choices consciously based on them. 
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April 13 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week two:  

The Responsorial Psalm shows us how to deal with fear when we are threatened because of the witness we bear to Jesus: 
Happy are all who put their trust in the Lord” (Psalm 2). 

In Acts 4: 23-31 Peter and John seek support from the faith of the community after they have been commanded by the 
priests and elders “never to mention that man’s name [Jesus] to anyone again.” 

The response of the whole community is first to recall and proclaim the sovereignty of God “who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and all that is in them.” Next they affirmed God’s power and the certainty of his triumph over his enemies: “Why 
did the Gentiles rage, the peoples conspire in folly… against the Lord and his anointed?” Those who conspired against 
Jesus “brought about the very things which in your powerful providence you planned long ago.” 

Then they asked God to give them “complete assurance” by granting “cures and signs and wonders to be worked in the 
name of Jesus.” And God responded: “The place where they were gathered shook as they prayed. They were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God’s word with confidence.” 

Normally God does not give such dramatic signs of his presence and power. In John 3: 1-8 Jesus tells Nicodemus that the 
most basic source of our assurance is in the simple fact that we have been born again; that we are sharers in God’s own 
divine life; that, in Augustine’s words, “we have become not only Christians, but Christ!”(quoted by John Paul II in The 
Splendor of Truth, no. 21). We say with the same Saint Augustine, “Give me the grace to do what you command, Lord, 
and command whatever you wish — Da quod jubes et jube quod vis.” Why? Because “I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). Jesus lives in us; we are his body; he has poured out his Spirit into our hearts; he 
himself acts in and through us. All we have to do is put his words creatively into practice and live them out in the concrete 
circumstances of our time and place by surrendering to his inspirations. We need to follow the voice of his Spirit, even 
when we “do not know where it comes from or where it goes” — meaning we have to give up the need for security and 
control that insists on seeing with mathematical certitude precisely where an inspiration is coming from and leading. This 
is our role as prophets and we were anointed by God to fulfill it. We will be blessed and bless the world if we do. Happy 
are all who put their trust in the Lord.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Trust in the inspirations of the Holy Spirit even when you are not sure where they may lead 
you. But discern with the community.
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April 14 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week two:  

The Responsorial Psalm is a proclamation of victory: “The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty” (Psalm 93). And this is 
what Christianity is: a proclamation that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead and won the gift of divine life for all who 
believe in him. The prophets make this proclamation credible by visibly embodying the teachings of Jesus in their life-
style. They make the living Jesus visible in their bodies. 

Acts 4: 32-37 shows us the first Christians as a community making the divine life of Jesus visible in their lifestyle: “The 
community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed anything as a personal possession, but they had 
everything in common…. There was no needy person among them, for all who owned property or houses would sell 
them… and the proceeds were distributed to each according to need.”  

Suppose all Christians had continued to live like this for the past two thousand years — not literally, but according to the 
spirit described here: all providing for others’ needs as much as for their own — would there still be poverty on earth? 
How many wars would never have happened? How many people would be turning to drugs and alcoholism to escape a 
society they can’t stand? 

How many changes will come about if just the prophets begin to live in this spirit? (All the baptized are consecrated, 
commissioned and committed to be prophets, but not all are aware of what that means). When all of us accept personally 
this element of our baptismal consecration, we will renew the face of the earth. 

Is that possible? “The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.” Jesus has triumphed over sin and death. His reign is assured. 
It is just a question of how long it takes for us to establish it on earth. 

John 3: 7-15 tells us that to do this we must be “born from above.” What is humanly impossible is not impossible to Jesus 
working in and through the members of his body who have united themselves to him and to each other in mind and will 
and heart by “devoting themselves to the teaching of the Apostles, and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread 
and to the prayers.“ They are “born of the Spirit” and ready to follow his voice. No matter “where it comes from or where 
it goes,” they will follow the Spirit’s inspirations. Through them it will become evident that Jesus is risen as Lord and 
king, robed in majesty.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Live the Gospel with “radical” love: love that reaches to the roots of your life-goals and 
choices. 
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April 15, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week two:  

The Responsorial Psalm assures us that God can deliver us from anything that holds us back from the fullness of life: 
“The Lord hears the cry of the poor” (Psalm 34). 

In Acts 5: 17-26 God sent his angel to deliver the Apostles from a physical prison. But he did it to send the Apostles 
themselves as “angels”(messengers) to “tell the people all about this new life.” What really delivers people is the life of 
grace, especially when lived with the mutual support of a community of faith. That is to “be Church.” 

We are all imprisoned — to a greater or lesser extent, but still deeply and dangerously — in our “culture.” We can’t see 
beyond the stone walls of attitudes, values and behavior “everyone” takes for granted. We are held “in the box” without 
chains: just by the fact that we can’t imagine anywhere else to go. We don’t really know or believe we have an option. 

Our allocation of time is dictated, not by our priorities, but by the priorities of other people in our society who themselves 
are responding to pressures not totally of their own making. How many events take priority over family life? In many 
“Catholic” areas of the country highschool football games, and even practices, are scheduled for Sunday morning. Sports 
banquets are held on Holy Thursday evening. Stores are open on Sunday and we who believe in “keeping the Sabbath” 
nevertheless shop on Sundays for convenience, “voting with our dollars.” Social events are scheduled without regard for 
religious feasts or seasons (such as Advent and Lent), and everyone knows Christians will let them take precedence over 
religious services, missions, talks or youth retreats. It is commonplace to hear even pre-teens say, “I can’t come to the… 
(church event) because I ‘have to’ go to (band-basketball-dance) practice or such-and-such a party.” Parents don’t take a 
stand, because their children must either dance to society’s tune or “miss out.” This is a cultural prison. And unlike the 
guards sent to arrest the Apostles, those who pressure people into society’s cells have no fear of “being stoned by the peo-
ple.” Christians just don’t react. 

We are not a “separatist” religion. In John 3: 16-21 Jesus makes it clear that God loves the world: so much that he “gave 
his… Son so that those who believe in him might not perish…. For God did not send his Son… to condemn the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.” But if we truly love the world we will lead it into the light, not stay with it in 
darkness. “The Lord hears the cry of the poor.” So should we. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Don’t conform to priorities you don’t agree with. 
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April 16, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week two: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us: “The Lord hears the cry of the poor” (Psalm 34). He pours out on them his Spirit and 
bears witness through them. 

Acts 5: 27-33 shows us the Apostles, ordinary, weak men without any human power or resources, standing up to the high-
est authority in Israel, the Sanhedrin (council of seventy-one elders, chief priests and scribes, presided over by the high 
priest). Their strength came from the certitude of their faith about two things: 1. God had raised Jesus from the dead and 
“exalted him… as leader and Savior.” 2. They were doing God’s will: “We must obey God rather than any human authori-
ty.” Ultimately, this is where our own strength comes from as we try to live the Christian life. Other things may motivate 
us more consciously or immediately. But this is the rock-bottom foundation of our courage, and we need to be aware of it. 

What was God’s will for the Apostles that they were so sure about? It was to bear witness: “We are witnesses of these 
things.” They had to bear witness because they were witnesses. Even in civil law, people who know something about a 
case being tried are obliged to testify; it is their duty. Does that oblige us to testify to Christ? Are we witnesses? We did 
not see Jesus rise. What  

makes us able to testify to him? 

The Apostles said that they were bearing witness along with “the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” What we are witnesses to is the certitude the Holy Spirit has given us: the certitude of faith: the greatest certitude 
there is. 

Faith is vision. St. Paul said, “At present we see indistinctly [or “darkly”], as in a mirror” (1 Corinthians 13:12), but we 
see. We don’t imagine, guess, speculate, simply accept what others have told us or just draw conclusions from rational 
arguments. We see. Faith is an act of sharing in God’s own act of knowing. It is the gift of knowing with the certitude of 
vision without the experience of seeing in a human way. 

We see in a divine way. John 3: 31-36 insists on the contrast between “the one who comes from above” and “the one who 
is of earth.” The one from above, Jesus, “testifies to what he has seen and heard.” And those who accept his testimony 
“see” the truth with him and in him, as members of his body, through the gift of the Spirit. The experience of grace is the 
source and foundation of all Christian witness. We need to get in touch with our experience of the Spirit by living accord-
ing to his inspirations. Begin by taking God’s words seriously. The rest will follow. “The Lord hears the cry of the poor.” 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Live divinely. Act on what you see by the light of faith. 
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April 17, 2015 

 FRIDAY, Easter week two:  
The Responsorial Psalm seems to be an unlikely echo to the first reading: “One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the 
Lord” (Psalm 27).  

In Acts 5: 34-42 the Jewish authorities wanted to kill the Apostles. After Gamaliel spoke, they “had them flogged” in-
stead, “ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.” 

Flogging is better than dying, but neither one seems anything to rejoice in. But that is what the Apostles did: “As they left 
the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.” Even after suffer-
ing for their faith — and because of it! — they were able to say, “One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.” 
And the rest of the Psalm gives the reason: “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is 
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?… I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” We see again the founda-
tion of their courage: Jesus has risen; Jesus has triumphed; Jesus is Lord. 

John 6: 1-15 joins the themes of resurrection, eternal life and waiting. A crowd has followed Jesus up the mountain, 
where no food is available. Jesus tests his disciples by asking what they can do. Philip answers, “Two hundred days’ wag-
es worth of food would not be enough to feed them!” This was an intended preview of life in the Church after Jesus had 
risen and ascended into heaven. To “dwell in the house of the Lord” is to wait in trust, working without needed human 
resources — not just money, but the knowledge, talents and personnel needed for ministry! This is very obvious to us in 
the Church of today. 

Jesus’ response is to give a preview of Eucharist: he “took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them….” This is a de-
liberate, recognizable Gospel echo of Jesus’ words at the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:19; 1 Corin-
thians 11:24). At Eucharist we receive the bread of eternal life from the risen Jesus: “Whoever eats this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world” (John 6: 30-58). 

The themes of the Rite of Communion at Mass are triumph, eternal life and waiting. We celebrate Christ’s victory and 
“wait in joyful hope” for it to be completely realized on earth as it already is in heaven. Meanwhile the Eucharist is our 
strength and confirms us in saying: “One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Rejoice in Eucharist and draw strength from its promise of life here and hereafter.  
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April 18, 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week two: 

The Responsorial Psalm is a prayer of trust based on relationship with God: “0 Lord, let your mercy be upon us, as we 
place our trust in you” (Psalm 33). Remember, to “have mercy” is to “come to the aid of another out of a sense of rela-
tionship.” 

In Acts 6: 1-7 the Church is facing a “crisis” — that is, a moment in which a decision must be made, one which will affect 
the well-being of the community. The response was given by the Twelve or “college” of the Apostles (represented now by 
the worldwide “college of bishops.” A “college” is a “permanent assembly” with certain collective powers and responsi-
bilities: see Catechism of the Catholic Church, #880 and The Church #19, in Abbot, The Documents of Vatican II). The 
Apostles “called together the community” and asked them to “select seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wis-
dom,” whom they would appoint to handle the situation. The inspired recorder of this event notes that “the proposal was 
acceptable to the whole community,” which tells us that the Apostles’ government was a collaborative ministry, a com-
munity-wide discernment of the will of God, not just unilateral decisions by decree. The community trusted that if they 
consulted and prayed together, God would guide them. And he did. 

John 6: 16-21 shows us the Apostles learning this trust. Jesus had left them to “go up the mountain by himself.” When 
evening came, they “got into a boat, and started across the sea” by themselves. This is an image of the Apostles trying to 
guide the Church after Jesus had ascended into heaven. It was stormy going. They felt inadequate and afraid. In the Gos-
pel scene the waters were rough and the wind against them. That is when they “saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 
near the boat.” That scared them even more! But Jesus said, “It is I. Do not be afraid.” They wanted to “take him into the 
boat, but the boat immediately arrived at the shore to which they were heading.” 

The point is pretty clear: Jesus is always, in fact, “in the boat” with us. That is why we are going to arrive, to reach our 
goal as Church. But we have to consciously “take him into the boat” – give him an active role in the community — by cry-
ing out to him together as Church. We base our prayer on the relationship we have with him as risen Savior; as head of his 
body, the Church. And so we pray, “0 Lord, let your mercy be upon us, as we place our trust in you.” This is the way the 
Church makes prophetic decisions. 

 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Trust in God to guide the Church through communal prayer, discernment and decision-
making. 
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April 19, 2015 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Joy of Life in Christ 

 

Inventory (Third Sunday of Easter, Year B) 

What gives me the most joy in life? Have I ever sat down and tried to figure out the formula for a joyful life? What do I 
do to find joy in life? Do I think of my religion primarily as a source of joy? What do I think religion is? How do I experi-
ence my own religion? 

 

Input 

The Entrance Antiphon declares that the whole world should find joy in God: “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy…. 
Proclaim his glorious praise.” The (alternative) Opening Prayer asks God to call us into action in response to his word: 
“Strengthen your Church to answer your call,” to be like those people “once in darkness” who “listened to your Word 
and followed your Son as he rose from the tomb.” We want to “rise and come forth into the light of day.” This is where we 
will find joy: in responding to God with life on the level of God. 

Where will this energy come from? Like the sun that calls plants into life after the cold and darkness of winter, God’s face 
shining on us will revive us, no matter what our sins and failures have been. This is the theme of the Responsorial Psalm: 
“Lord, let your face shine on us” (Psalm 4). It is theme of all the readings. 

 
Reform for Restoration:  

Acts 3: 13-19 tells us nothing is lost, no matter how badly we have failed. 

Even though God’s people “disowned the Holy and Just One” and preferred a murderer instead, “putting to death the Au-
thor of life,” Peter promises restoration to life in God’s love: “Turn to God, that your sins may be wiped away!” 

Turning means action. The load-bearing word in Peter’s exhortation is “Reform your lives.” The motivation and strength 
to do this comes from the assurance that God will forgive and restore us to life as he raised Jesus from the dead. “Lord, let 
your face shine on us.” Seeing what God is like, we know that he will “relieve us when we are in distress,” “hear us when 
we call upon him,” “put gladness into our hearts,” and “bring security to our dwelling.” This is the faith that gives us 
strength, joy and courage to change. 

But this faith is expressed — and becomes real — only when we take action to change. Change is the expression of hope. 
Change is faith being operative. Change is the “forward motion” of love. Change is the key to life. 

Our baptismal consecration as prophets committed us to live lives of constant change, constantly modifying our lifestyle 
to make everything we do, say, own and choose bear witness to the values of Christ. A life of constant change is a life of 
continual conversion. Only this bears credible witness to the presence of God’s divine life within us. Only this is proof 
that we are in a listening relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

“Be perfect….”  

1John 2: 1-5 tells us “the way we may be sure that we know [God] is to keep his commandments.” John is not saying we 
have to be totally without sin; he is saying we have to be trying to live as Jesus taught — not just to “avoid sin,” but to 
“keep his word.” 

To do this we have to know God’s word, and keep reflecting on it to know it more and more. We have to be disciples if 
we want to live as prophets. Our goal has to be the perfection of love. We try to keep God’s word in such a way that “the 
love of God is truly perfected in us.” This is the teaching of Vatican II: “Every Catholic must therefore aim at Christian 
perfection (cf James 1:4; Romans 12:1-2)” and “Thus it is evident to everyone that all the faithful of Christ of whatever 
rank or status are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity” (Decree on Ecumenism , no 4; 
The Church no. 40). 
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“You are witnesses….” 

Luke 24: 35-48 shows us the importance of the body in evangelization. The disciples “thought they were seeing a ghost” 
until Jesus said, “Touch me… a ghost does not have flesh and bones as I do.” In the same way, the message of Christiani-
ty seems unreal and fantasy-like to people until believers  become witnesses by embodying it in the flesh-and-blood reality 
of their lifestyle. Pope Paul VI said that when Christians “radiate their faith in values that go beyond current values… 
through this wordless witness they stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of those who see how they live: ‘Why are 
they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it that inspires them?’…. For the Church the first means of 
evangelization is the witness of an authentically Christian life.... People today listen more willingly to witnesses than to 
teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses” (Evangelization in the Modern World, nos. 21, 
41).  

Jesus said “repentance” (conversion to new life, “life to the full”) is to be preached to all nations. This, says Paul VI, is 
“the essential mission of the Church…. She exists in order to evangelize,” which is “first of all to bear witness” by living 
“an authentically Christian life” (14, 26, 41). To keep striving for that is to be a prophet.  

It is for this that we pray, ““Lord, let your face shine on us” — that our lives might reflect the light and joy of his love to 
the whole world. 

Insight 
What in my life stirs up “irresistible questions” in the hearts of those who see how I live? Am I making changes in my 
lifestyle inspired by the Gospel? 

 

Initiative:  
Decide to find your joy in the excitement of bearing witness to Christ’s truth. 
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April 20, 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week three:  

The Responsorial Psalm identifies the “path of life” with following God’s law: “Blessed are they who follow the law of 
the Lord” (Psalm 119). 

Acts 6: 8-15 puts us on guard, however, against identifying religion with law observance. Those who did that, the Phari-
see party in Israel, were Jesus’ most bitter enemies. After the Resurrection, it was the “judaizing party” who were the 
greatest source of division in the Church (see Acts 15: 1-29). Paul fought against them during his whole ministry. And in 
today’s Church, those who focus on rules and regulations, judging and criticizing all who appear not to observe them, are 
the same well of bitterness and division. 

What all these groups have in common is: they resist change, clinging to the rules and customs they grew up with, their 
“traditions” (Matthew 15: 1-9). Those who attacked Stephen did so because they were afraid Jesus would “change the cus-
toms that Moses handed down to us.” 

But change is what prophets are all about. We are living up to our baptismal consecration as prophets when we see and 
show, in new and creative ways, how to apply the general principles of Jesus (such as “love one another as I have loved 
you”) to the concrete circumstances of our time and place. In the prophets the words of God “take flesh,” because they 
become concrete and practical. The prophets keep making our religion more and more authentic by adapting it to the reali-
ty of changing circumstances in a multitude of ways. This upsets those who want a religion fixed in frozen inertia. Their 
religion is “dead” and so are they. 

 Cardinal John Henry Newman said, “To live is to change, and to live fully is to change frequently.” The most practical 
way become a prophet is to promise God you will make constant changes in your lifestyle — guided by a desire to make 
everything you say, do, decide or use bear witness to Christ ‘s values. 

In John 6: 22-29 Jesus teaches us how to “follow the law of the Lord” authentically: “This is the work of God, that you 
believe in the one he sent.” The first law of Christians is to interact with the person of Jesus with living faith: faith that he 
is risen and alive; faith that he is with us and within us; that he is acting through us, guiding and strengthening us. We in-
terpret and apply all rules in the light of our living knowledge of his mind and heart and will. This is what brings religion 
to life and makes us say, “Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord.” And this is the joy of the prophets. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Look for Jesus in everything you do. Interact with him, respond to his words, to the voice of 
his Spirit. Live by living faith in Jesus alive.
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April 21, 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week three:  

The Responsorial Psalm is a response to make at the moment of death and at every moment in life: “Into your hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit” (Psalm 31). 

These are the words Jesus said to the Father when he died (Luke 23:46). In Acts 7:51 to 8:1 Stephen addresses the same 
words to Jesus as he dies: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” In both cases they are a profession of belief and hope in life 
after death, life with God, life “to the full,” that only God can give. And so, to act on this hope is a prophetic witness to 
the divine life of God within us. 

In John 6: 30-35 Jesus says we can have this same “life to the full” now. It is not the unmixed fullness of total joy we ex-
perience in heaven, but it is joy and essentially the same. We have now the joy  we will experience in its fullness when we 
die. That is why the refrain of our hearts should be constantly, “Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” Into your 
hands I commend my thoughts, my desires, my priorities and purposes, all my words and actions. “Lord Jesus, I give you 
my body — as I did at Baptism, as I will at the moment of death. Live this day with me, live this day in me, live this day 
through me. Let me think with your thoughts, speak with your words and act as your body on earth: Into your hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit.” 

Jesus says that he himself is the “true bread from heaven.” He is the bread that “gives life to the world.” If we have him 
we have life and joy. And we can have the experience of possessing him — a human, physical, concrete experience — 
every time we receive him in Eucharist. He is our life, not only hereafter but here. 

Bread is not just life-giving; it is satisfying. It satisfies hunger and gives pleasure. Eating together brings people together 
in joy. We eat and drink to celebrate. 

This is what Eucharist is — “whoever comes to me will never hunger” — and the aftermath of Eucharist is a deeper, more 
abiding awareness of the presence of Christ in our hearts, of our union of body, soul and spirit with him and with one an-
other. In Eucharist, when the host is lifted up and we offer ourselves with Christ and in Christ, saying with him “This is 
my body given up for you,” we are saying “Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit — and my flesh, my whole ex-
istence, all I do.” In Communion we say it again as Jesus gives himself totally to us and we to him. This is “life, life to the 
full” (John 10:10). This is Christian joy. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Change the way you participate at Mass. Listen intently to the words, grasp their meaning, 
make their meaning your own. Live them. 
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April 22, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week three:  

The Responsorial Psalm invites us to Easter joy — all year long: “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy” (Psalm 66). 
The key to this joy, affirmed in all the readings, is seeing and believing. The Psalm continues: “Come and see the works of 
God …. Therefore let us rejoice in him.” 

Acts 8: 1-8 begins with persecution and the “lament” over Stephen. But it ends with “great joy” in the city where Philip, 
fleeing from persecution, proclaimed Christ and worked miracles. Those who “paid attention” to Philip’s preaching and 
“saw the signs he was doing” found faith and joy. The pattern is seeing, believing, rejoicing — even in persecution. 

In John 6: 35-40 Jesus promises: “Anyone who sees the Son and believes in him [will] have eternal life,” joy now and 
forever. The source of our joy is Jesus himself, just the fact of knowing him, being in union with him, sharing his divine 
life: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” In Christ we will find satisfaction, peace and joy. 

What do we have to “see” in order to believe and receive this joy? In the first period of evangelization God supported the 
proclamation of the Gospel with “signs,” miracles of healing and deliverance from demonic possession. But what people 
really saw in these signs was not just the miraculous event; they saw Jesus acting, proof that he was risen and alive. Mira-
cles that don’t reveal the person of God are worth nothing; they certainly don’t lead to real faith or joy. What we need to 
see is Jesus alive in the members of his body on earth and acting through them. We don’t need miracles to see this, just 
prophets, people acting in ways that cannot be explained without grace. When divine faith, hope and love are made visible 
in action, then people can “see the Son” and believe he is truly risen and alive. This is our joy. 

A prophetic Church makes the Spirit of Jesus visible. Insistence on law observance doesn’t do this; especially if we ex-
clude from full participation sinners who are seeking greater union with Christ. Jesus said, “I will not reject anyone who 
comes to me, because I came, not do my own will, but the will of the one who sent me,” which is “that I should not lose 
anything of what he gave me.” Our first pastoral concern as Church should be to embody this same accepting love of Je-
sus and express it in all our ministries. If people are weak and failing, we need to draw them in, not drive them out. We 
want all the earth to “cry out to God with joy,” finding his love in us. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Let people see Jesus in you, especially in the way you embody his love for the sinful, the 
struggling and the weak.
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April 23, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week three:  

The Responsorial Psalm has the same response as yesterday — “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy” (Psalm 66) — 
but the verses selected focus on God’s saving help rather than his “tremendous deeds.” The readings likewise focus on the 
joy that comes from being saved: saved from death through the gift of everlasting life. 

In Acts 8: 26-40 Philip is asked to explain a passage about the suffering of the Savior that does not seem to speak of joy: 
“In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who will tell of his posterity? For his life is taken away from the earth.” But 
when Philip explained about Jesus, the meaning of his death and the triumph of his resurrection, his listener believed, was 
baptized, and “continued on his way rejoicing.” Even suffering, whether Jesus’ or our own, need not deprive us of joy if 
we can find meaning and value in it. “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy,” for Jesus has risen from the dead and so 
will we. 

Philip brought joy to the eunuch by teaching him the meaning of Scripture, as Jesus did: “I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (John 15:11). But joy actually comes through the new 
life given in Baptism. Jesus said, “I came that they might have life and have it to the full (John 10:10). He gives us joy by 
giving us the divine life of God.  

John 6: 44-51 presents the same sequence of learning-believing-life. Jesus quotes Isaiah 54:13: “They shall all be taught 
by God,” and continues, “Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me.” It is not just listening and 
learning that saves; it is choosing to believg: “Whoever believes has eternal life.” 

Believing involves coming to Jesus in faith. We find divine life in living contact with Jesus: “I am the bread of life…. 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever.” Divine life comes through incorporation into Jesus, through assimilation into 
his body.  

This is expressed, experienced and realized in a unique way in Eucharist. Saint Augustine explains that in contrast to or-
dinary eating, when we receive Communion we become what we eat. We are transformed more fully, assimilated more 
completely into Christ. Because we “become Christ” by the sacrament of Baptism (St. Augustine again), we can no more 
be overcome by death than Jesus was. Because his life in us is sustained and nurtured by the Eucharist, we will “eat and 
not die.” “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy,” because in Jesus we have the Bread of Life, now and forever. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Embody your faith, hope and joy in the way you participate in Eucharist — through your 
words, actions and enthusiasm.
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April 24, 2015 

FRIDAY, Easter week three:  

The Response (Mark 16:15; used with Psalm 117) is a mandate to all Christians consecrated at Baptism to be prophets: 
“Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.”  

In Acts 9: 1-20 Saul receives the Good News the “hard way”: being struck down and blinded by the brightness of God as 
Jesus identifies himself to him and tells him what he must do. Jesus seems to take Saul’s conversion for granted; and in 
fact, when Ananias cures him, Saul, now known as Paul, is baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. Then “he began at 
once to proclaim Jesus.” 

The sequence here is 1. encounter with Jesus; 2. instruction (we presume) from Ananias; 3. Baptism; 4. the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit (which may have preceded Baptism); 5. proclamation of the Good News with joy. 

 In the Church’s pastoral practice today, children usually receive Baptism first, then instruction — in the course of which, 
hopefully, they encounter Jesus. And then they may or may not — depending on how consciously they have received the 
Holy Spirit — begin to proclaim the Good News to others. 

Jesus called Paul “an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles.” We are all chosen instruments 
of God, as truly as Paul was, consecrated as prophets by Baptism and empowered by the Spirit at Confirmation to pro-
claim the Good News of Jesus. But before we will do this we must encounter Jesus in a way that is deep, real and personal 
to us. And we need to pursue instruction as disciples in order to embody the message of Jesus au-thentically in our lives 
and express it without distortion in our words.  

Eucharist is a key element in all this. If we participate “fully, actively and consciously,” we can both receive instruction 
and encounter Jesus, come to know him, “in the breaking of the bread” (Luke 24: 27-35).  

Eucharist also sustains and nourishes Christ’s life in us. In John 6: 52-59 Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink 
my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one 
who feeds on me will have life because of me” — and will in turn be sent by Jesus to share with others the joy of life in 
Christ.  

We are sent, not just by Christ, but as Christ: Jesus goes out with us to work in us and through us, as in his own body 
(which we are). He can give divine life through us because he abides in us, and we in him. Jesus has life from the Father; 
we have life from Jesus; and in us Jesus gives life to the world. This is our encouragement to “Go out to all the world and 
tell the Good News”: Christ in us. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Proclaim the Good News with joy. And train for it. 
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April 25 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week three: 

The readings, summarized in the Responsorial Psalm, are about acknowledging and repaying the good someone has done: 
“How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good he has done for me?” (Psalm 116). 

Acts 9: 31-42 shows us God rewarding Tabitha, who had been “devoted to good works and acts of charity.” When she 
died, “all the widows came to Peter weeping and showing him the tunics and cloaks she had made while she was with 
them.” Through Peter, God “raised her up” to life again. God’s return to her and to us for the good that we do is everlast-
ing life, joy forever. 

In John 6: 60-69 we see the opposite taking place. People Jesus had blessed with his ministry, even his own disciples, 
began “murmuring” against his promise, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise 
them up on the last day.” Many of his disciples said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” When he gave them 
miracles, they were happy to be with him. But when he asked them for faith they refused him. 

We find the same mystery that Jesus found in people’s free responses. Why do some people find joy in the faith while 
others with the same background and training — perhaps members of the same family — give up the faith as meaningless 
to them? 

The answer Jesus gives sounds like predestination: “Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who would not believe…. 
And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’” But he is not 
denying free will or saying that some are given the grace to believe and others are not. He is simply pointing out that faith 
is a gift; it is not just a free human choice but the acceptance of a gift from on high. And some will not accept to believe 
on those terms; they want everything to be clear and simple to them, reduced to understandable human dimensions. They 
want their religion to be humanly “meaningful.” Many stop going to Mass, mindless of its mystery, because it doesn’t 
“turn them on.” 

Jesus did not explain how we can “eat his flesh.” It was believe or not believe — no middle ground. As a result, “many of 
his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer walked with him.” Jesus asked the Twelve, “Do you also 
want to leave?” Peter answered for all, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 

“How shall we make a return to the Lord for all the good he has done for us?” The answer is simple: “Believe” — not 
because we understand, but simply to be faithful to Jesus Christ. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Respond with faith even when you don’t understand.  
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April 26, 2015 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Shepherd Who Leads To Life 

 

Inventory (Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year B) 

Do I see my religion as construction work? Am I building my life through the acts of my religion? What have I chosen as 
the foundation of my life? What is the cornerstone I measure from? How does Jesus fit in? Does he play an active role in 
my life? A constructive role? In what ways?  

Input 
The Entrance Antiphon speaks of an active, dynamic God: “The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord” because “by the 
word of the Lord the heavens were made” — and are still being made, being sustained in existence by the presence and 
action of God in the universe. 

God is not only keeping us in existence; he is leading us like a shepherd into perfection and the fullness of life. But both 
the (alternative) Opening Prayer and the readings affirm that to be led by Christ into light and life we must know him and 
hear him. “Attune our minds to the sound of his voice… that we may know [his] strength… and enjoy the light of his pres-
ence forever.” We fear no evil because we “follow in faith the call of the shepherd.” Our good depends on hearing, recog-
nizing and knowing Jesus in order to follow him into the “unity and peace of his kingdom” (Communion Rite of the Mass). 
Acting with and being acted upon by Jesus is the key to it all: “In him the whole structure is joined together and grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God” (see Ephe-
sians 2: 11-22). 

 

The Cornerstone:  

The Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 118) alerts us to examine what we are selecting — and may be rejecting — as the foun-
dation of our lives: “The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.” If we are not consciously building 
our lives around Jesus, we and God are using different blueprints. 

Acts 4: 8-12 makes it clear that “There is no salvation in anyone else” but Jesus. “Nor is there any other name under 
heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved.” We do not want to be distracted by the fundamentalist 
question about whether people have to know Jesus explicitly by name. We who recognize “baptism of desire” for those 
who never heard of Jesus can focus on the relevant question: “Are we who do believe in Jesus actually making him the 
cornerstone of our lives?” Do we think we can find happiness and fulfillment by focusing on anything else?  

The finished product:  

If we make Jesus the cornerstone of our lives, what will be the outcome? 1John 3: 1-2 tells us what real fulfillment con-
sists in. In a word, “We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 

We already know God, but not as we will know him. We are already like Jesus — we “have the mind of Christ” 
(1Corinthians 2:16) — but we are not like him the way we will be. We are “God’s children now,” but “what we shall later 
be has not yet come to light.” We are a building still under construction (1 Corinthians 3: 10-17; Ephesians 4: 11-16; 
1Peter 2: 4-10). Our religion is a dynamic religion. Our Savior is a moving Savior, a shepherd leading the way. To accept 
Jesus is to get on the road; it is to follow him. If we stop moving, stop changing, stop growing in knowledge, love and ser-
vice, we have stopped being fully and authentically Christian. We have stopped following. 

Jesus defined himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6). If we are not going anywhere with him we have re-
jected him as the Way. If we are not trying to learn more from him, we have rejected him as the Truth. If we are not trying 
to grow to the “perfection of love” we have rejected him as the fullness of Life. Jesus is not just a rock on which we sit; he 
is the cornerstone around which we build. 

The blueprint 

John 10: 11-18 tells us our relationship with Jesus is one of mutual knowledge and love: “I know my sheep and my sheep 
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know me.” For Jesus to lead us as our Shepherd, we have to know him well enough to recognize his voice. The sheep fol-
low Jesus “because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger” (John 9: 4-5). If we believe in Jesus but he is, 
for all practical purposes, a “stranger” to us, we may do some of the things he teaches, but we will not really be following 
him. John Paul II made this clear:  

“Following Christ” is not an outward imitation, since it touches us at the very depths of our being. Being a follower 
of Christ means "becoming conformed to him" who became a servant even to giving himself on the Cross (cf. Phi-
lippians 2:5-8). The Splendor of Truth, no. 21. 

If we know the Shepherd, we will become shepherds ourselves, willing to “give our lives” for the sheep. We will “die” to 
our isolated, individualistic existence in order to live in Christ and let Christ live in us. Jesus foresaw this when he said, 
“My sheep know me in the same way that the Father knows me and I know the Father.” In the measure this happens, “We 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” At the end all will be one with God and with each other, “one flock, one 
shepherd” in the “unity and peace” of the Kingdom. Those who reject unity with others reject Christ. But for those who 
accept universal peace and love, “The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.” 

This is the “fullness of life” to which Jesus is leading us — provided we know him, listen to his voice and follow, as 
prophets initiating constant changes in our lifestyle to make our lives express his life and action in us.  
 
Inventory: 
What is the “cornerstone” of my life? Do I make everything “fit” with it? 
 
Initiative:  
Be conscious that Jesus and the Church are moving. Keep looking forward to see where you are going, and backward 
to be sure the line has not bent. 
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April 27, 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week four:  

The Responsorial Psalm affirms the universal hunger of the human heart for God: “Athirst is my soul for the living God” 
(Psalm 42). And in the readings we see Jesus, the good shepherd, eager to satisfy that hunger in every person on earth. 

In Acts 11: 1-18 Peter is explaining to some of the “circumcised believers” (the “judaizers”: Jewish Christians who clung 
to the Jewish laws and customs they had grown up with and wanted to impose them on everyone who accepted Christ) 
why he broke the legal barrier between Jews and Gentiles by entering the house of Gentiles and eating with them. He ex-
plained it as an inspiration of the Holy Spirit — “The Spirit told me to accompany them without discriminating” — and as 
a response to their evident faith, confirmed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon them: “If God gave them the same 
gift he gave to us… who was I to be able to hinder God?” 

Peter is doing two things here: first, he is showing us that to be prophets we must respond to the living voice of God, even 
leading us in unexpected directions, instead of remaining fixated in blind observance of laws. Legalism cuts off communi-
cation between us and the Spirit. 

Second, Peter is modeling obedience to Jesus’ great command to him: “If you love me, feed my sheep” (John 21: 15-17). 
The first concern of every Church member and minister should be to nourish people who are “athirst for the living God” 
and invite them to the table, not keep them away by general rules that do not consider the concrete reality of individual 
persons and circumstances. 

John 10: 11-18 teaches us the attitude of Jesus, the good shepherd, toward those whom the “wolf” has “scattered” – and 
toward everyone who does not gather with his sheep. He will seek them out, welcome them, lead them: “And they will 
hear my voice.” When we encounter anyone who is hearing the voice of Jesus, we need to say with Peter, “Who am I to 
be able to hinder God?” If someone is “athirst for the living God,” God must be calling. How can we ignore that? 

The spirit of Jesus, good shepherd, is the spirit of universal love; love that reaches out, that removes barriers and smoothes 
the way for those advancing toward Jesus, whose “souls are athirst for the living God.” The shepherds who do not do this 
are just working “for pay, and they have no concern for the sheep.” In defending automatically the letter of the law they 
are breaking the most fundamental law of pastoral ministry: “If you love me, feed my sheep.”  
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Recognize God’s voice in others’ hearts and help them respond. Never turn them away. 
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April 28, 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week four:  

Psalm 87 is a hymn proclaiming Jerusalem the true birthplace even of Jews who were born elsewhere. In the present con-
text it proclaims the Church the true home of all Christians, whether Jew or Gentile in origin. The Responsorial verse is 
from Psalm 117 (and see Romans 15:11): “All you nations, praise the Lord.” 

Acts 11: 19-26 affirms the action of the Holy Spirit in those who brought the Gospel to the Gentiles in Antioch. It was in 
Antioch that “the disciples were first called ‘Christians,’” because the number of Gentiles made the community stand out 
clearly in distinction from Judaism. 

However, the admission into the Church of Gentiles who were not required to follow Jewish customs sparked a conflict 
between those who were following the Spirit and those who were fixated on the law. Paul had to confront Peter himself on 
this (see Galatians 2: 11-16). “Some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, ‘It is necessary 
for them [the Gentile converts] to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.’” In response to this criticism the 
“apostles and the elders” met in Jerusalem and “decided unanimously” with the “consent of the whole church” to impose 
on the Gentiles “no further burden” than a few observances they judged necessary to preserve unity (Acts 15: 1-31). But 
the “circumcision faction” continued to cause division, just as those who resist the Spirit who spoke in Vatican Council II 
continue to cause division in the Church today. The spirit of legalism dies hard.  

There will always be those who prefer a Church tightly knit by adhesion to rules and customs over a Church that opens 
itself pastorally to all. The spirit of the Good Shepherd is to open the doors to everyone: “All you nations, praise the 
Lord.” 

John 10: 22-30 shows Jesus being harassed by the legalists of his day. They found fault with everything he said and did, 
just listening to “trap him in his speech” instead of trying to understand his message and respond to it (Mark 12:13; Luke 
20:20). Every speaker and writer in the Church today who is the least bit prophetic has experienced this same blind and 
deaf opposition. 
Jesus’ response was to return to the image of the Good Shepherd. Those who believe in him and want to be fed spiritually 
will listen and live: “My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish.” This gives us reason to sing, “All you nations, praise the Lord.” 
. 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Welcome the challenge of diversity and change.
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April 29, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week four:  

The Responsorial Psalm celebrates the value of God’s way and the desire to teach it to everyone: “May your way be 
known among all nations….” This inspires the Response: “O God, let all the nations praise you” (Psalm 67). “May the 
nations be glad and exult because you rule… and guide” all people as universal shepherd.  

Acts 12:24 to 13:5 describes the missionary spirit inspired in the Church by the Holy Spirit. “The word of God continued 
to spread and grow” because the whole community — not just those in authority — were filled with zeal. In addition to the 
Apostles and “elders” (from which our word “presbyter” or “priest” comes), “there were in the Church at Antioch proph-
ets and teachers” — just as there are in every parish today. The impulse to send out Barnabas and Paul to evangelize the 
Gentiles came to these members of the community “while they were worshipping the Lord and fasting.” The Holy Spirit 
spoke through them. 

This is the “age of the laity.” A recent analysis of the current “Crisis of the Roman Catholic Church in America” con-
cludes: “The leadership throughout American Catholicism is changing. Nothing can stop that. Leadership by priests and 
nuns is giving way to leadership by laypeople…. The Church’s future cannot be understood apart from the astonishing 
emergence of a new category of Catholic leadership that has already quietly transformed much of church life.”1 The laity 
are beginning to assume their role as prophets. 

John 5: 17-30 roots prophetic insight in attention to God’s word. It is not enough to settle for Church teaching as predi-
gested and packaged in the official Catechism of the Catholic Church, or as translated into rules and regulations for gen-
eral use. We must go to the source, to God’s revealed truth as taught and embodied in Jesus himself: “I came into the 
world as light, so that everyone who believes in me might not remain in darkness.” The Shepherd is Jesus. 

It is possible to believe in Jesus and still remain in darkness if we do not seek direct contact with the light shining through 
his own words. Obviously the Church also guides us as shepherd; but to be guided we have to be under way. God’s word 
gives us inspiration, motivation, forward motion, and “breadth and length and height and depth” (Ephesians 3:18). The 
guidance system of the Church, if we know how to use it, keeps us from getting off course. To be prophets we need Scrip-
ture, the “magisterium,” and the Holy Spirit. 
1A People Adrift…, by Peter Steinfels, (Simon and Schuster, 2003), pages 307, 330. See also the theological basis for lay 
leadership in the Vatican II documents on the Church and on the Apostolate of the Laity. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Soak in the light of Christ’s words. And listen to him.  
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April 30, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week four:  

The Responsorial Psalm invites us, for the third day in a row, to praise God. On Tuesday and Wednesday it was for the 
breadth of the extension of the Good News to “all nations” and for the depth to which direct access to God’s word invites 
us. Today it is for the length of God’s fidelity in time and for the height from which the message comes to us: “Forever I 
will sing the goodness of the Lord” (Psalm 89). 

In Acts 13: 13-25 Paul gives the history of God’s guidance of his people through messengers, culminating in the “Savior, 
Jesus.” But Jesus was on a uniquely higher level; no one could compare with him. Even John the Baptizer said, “I am not 
worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.” 

This is the point Jesus himself makes in John 13: 16-20. And he gives the ultimate reason, the fact that he is God: “I AM” 
(see Exodus 3: 13-14). 

Jesus is God who came as a human being; who “though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,” even washing his disciples’ feet as a servant. 
And he embraced weakness to a scandalizing degree: “He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross” (Philippians 2: 5-11). It was to prepare his disciples for this shock that John shows Jesus declaring 
his divinity: “…so that when it happens you may believe that I AM.” 

Like those before him, Jesus came as a messenger. But he was unique. Not only does Jesus emphasize repeatedly that he 
was sent by the Father; he also makes the claim, “Whoever sees me sees him who sent me” (John 12:45) because “the Fa-
ther and I are one” (John 10:30). 

Then Jesus reveals the mystery of our identification with him: “Whoever receives the one I send receives me.” We are not 
just messengers sent by Jesus. The mystery of our Baptism is that by “offering our bodies as a living sacrifice” we “be-
came Christ” (St. Augustine, quoted by John Paul II). We are his living body, his real presence on earth. We are not one 
with Jesus exactly as he is one with the Father, although Jesus comes close to saying it (see John 6: 56-57; 15:15; 17: 20-
22). His presence in us is not the same as his presence in the Eucharist; but it is just as real. 

That is why it is so important for us as prophets to let his words be “made flesh” in us, in our actions and lifestyle. It is to 
reveal that in us, his messengers, Jesus the Shepherd is risen and continuing his presence and mission on earth— until the 
end of time: “Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Let Christ’s presence appear in your words and actions.  
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May 1, 2015 

FRIDAY, Easter week four:  

The Responsorial Psalm proclaims that Jesus is a Shepherd who will always be with us, because he is divine: “You are my 
Son; this day I have begotten you” (Psalm 2). The proof is that he rose alive from death.  

Acts 13: 26-33 tells us “the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their leaders failed to recognize” Jesus. They were not his sheep; 
if they had been, they would have known his voice. Foolishly, they thought they could get rid of him by having him put to 
death. But by this they simply “accomplished all that was written about him.” And then “God raised him from the dead.” 
He returned! 

Jesus’ resurrection is the central fact to which the Church bears witness. Without the Gospel nothing can explain it, and 
nothing in the Gospel can be explained without it. To rise from the dead Jesus had to be divine; and because he was divine 
he had to rise from the dead. His resurrection was the Father’s way of reasserting: “You are my Son; this day I have begot-
ten you.” By raising Jesus the Father validated all of Jesus’ claims — to take away our sins, to give life and joy “to the 
full,” to give peace, the Holy Spirit and eternal life — and “has fulfilled for us what God promised to our ancestors.” Jesus 
is with us, shepherding forever. 

John 14: 1-6 shows us that Jesus fulfilled another promise of God, and is “with us” in a way beyond our imagining: “This 
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days… I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 10:10). 

The way we need to follow, the truth we need to know, the life we need to live is within us, because Jesus is within us. At 
the Last Supper, when Thomas asked, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus 
answered: “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.” But he is in us; he has made us his body. Following Jesus means 
being Jesus, sharing in his own divine life, light and love. God has said to each of us: “You are my Son; this day I have 
begotten you!” 

Jesus added, “I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” The truth is, we 
can be where Jesus is now, because where he is we are, and where we are Jesus is. He is the divine Shepherd who guides 
and enlivens us from within. We can consciously make him a part of everything we do by saying repeatedly, “Lord, I give 
you my body. Do this with me, do this in me, do this through me.” And he will. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Let Jesus act in and through everything you do. 
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May 2, 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week four:  

The Responsorial Psalm promises: “All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God” (Psalm 98). The read-
ings take on special meaning if we understand “ends of the earth” to mean, not just countries, but in every country all are-
as of life and activity: family and social life, business and politics. When and how will the “saving power of God” be seen 
in all of these areas? And when it is, will not the prophetic words of the Church’s prayer be realized: “Send forth your 
Spirit and our hearts will be regenerated. And you will renew the face of the earth!”  

In Acts 13: 44-52 we see God using the very opposition of his enemies to accomplish his purposes. This is a pattern in the 
Gospels, most evident in the triumph of Jesus through his death and defeat on the cross (see Matthew 2:23; 4:12-16; Acts 
11:19). Now, when the Jews in Antioch rejected their preaching the Apostles saw how this opened another door: “It was 
necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you. Since you reject it… we are now turning to the Gentiles…. 
so that we may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

In the Church of our day vocations to the priesthood and religious life have declined. But it takes only a little prophetic 
insight to recognize how God is using this to raise up the laity and animate them to live out their baptismal consecration 
by full participation in the ministry and apostolate of the Church. 

Through the full participation of the laity in the Church’s mission, the reign of God will be established in all those areas 
the clergy can never reach: business, politics, family and social life. Vatican II says that this is where the laity are by voca-
tion: 

They live in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, from which the very web of their existence is wo-
ven. They are called there by God… for the sanctification of the world from within, in the manner of leaven. 
(Church, #31). 

For those who feel unworthy to exercise ministry and leadership in the Church Jesus tells Philip in John 14: 7-14 that just 
as the Father is working in Jesus, Jesus will be working in his followers: “Whoever believes in me will do the works that I 
do, and will do greater ones than these.” As the Father is “glorified in the Son” so the Son is glorified in the members of 
his body. “Whoever has seen me [Jesus] has seen the Father.” And whoever has seen the graced members of the Church, 
clergy or laity, in action has seen the Church and Jesus. It is the function of the prophets to assure this “by the witness of a 
life resplendent in faith, hope and love” (ibid.) so that “all the ends of the earth may see the saving power of God.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Take Christ’s truth with you wherever you go. Live it. 
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May 3, 2015 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

We are Called to Bear Fruit 
 through Living Union with Jesus 

 
Inventory (Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year B) 
The Entrance Antiphon invites us to: “Sing to the Lord” because he has “done marvelous deeds” and “revealed his saving 
power” (Psalm 97). What “marvelous deeds” of God have I experienced? How do I see his “saving power” revealed in 
the Church and in the world today? 
Input 
In the (alternative) Opening Prayer we ask God to “give us voice to sing your praise.” Why? Because God has “revealed 
to the nations” his saving power and “filled all ages with the words of a new song.” The spirit of the Church is a spirit of 
praise for what God is doing and has done — and is doing still through us. 

 
The Challenge of Grace: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us that when the Church assembles, the pervading spirit should be praise: “I will praise you, 
Lord, in the assembly of the people” (Psalm 22). 

But in Acts 9: 26-31 we see that praise presupposes something. It presupposes openness to the “more” of God and to the 
blessed challenge of living “life to the full” by grace. 

Saul (renamed “Paul” in Acts 13:9) caused panic when he tried to join the Christians he formerly persecuted. They “re-
fused to believe he was a disciple.” But the real trouble came when he preached Jesus to the Greek-speaking Jews in Jeru-
salem. They “responded by trying to kill him.” What was their problem? 

It was another kind of fear: fear that Saul was destroying their way of life, introducing change into their religion, calling 
into question the rigidly secure, unshaking structure of their religious laws. Jesus was a threat, because Jesus called them 
to be more than Jews; that is, more than adherents to a particular cultural embodiment of God’s revelation. Jesus was call-
ing them, not to deny what they knew, but to go through it and beyond it in order to know God more deeply. And Saul 
was speaking for Jesus. 

We have the same problem today when people, instead of finding joy in church, praising God because he has “revealed to 
the nations” his saving power and “filled all ages with the words of a new song,” prefer to focus on the sustaining disci-
pline of rules and regulations. They seek assurance from a checklist of freeze-dried doctrines and simplified moral obser-
vances instead of opening themselves to the boundless challenge of responding to the infinite truth and love revealed in 
Jesus Christ. They try to “kill” any voice that shakes the structure or “opens the windows” (the phrase of John XXIII 
when he called for the Second Vatican Council) to clearer, deeper understanding of the un-codifiable revelation of God. 
Their devotion is to desiccated doctrines instead of to the living voice of Jesus who, though “the same yesterday and today 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8), continues to “fill all ages with the words of a new song” as the Church reflects more deeply 
on Scripture and revisits the roots of her tradition. They are dry branches devoid of fruit. They come alive only to stone 
the prophets. 

The Law of Love 

1John 3: 18-24 tells us to stop talking so much about what is right and wrong in the Church, and to concentrate instead of 
living out the love Jesus taught us: “Let us love in deed and in truth and not merely talk about it.” 

This is how we know we are “orthodox” and “committed to the truth.” To know if we are “at peace” with God we have to 
ask if we are at peace with our own consciences — and with others.  

John doesn’t recommend we measure our behavior against a whole checklist of laws. We can lose the forest for the trees 
by doing that. He tells us to go straight to the “law of all laws”: the law of love. Jesus’ commandment “is this: …to be-
lieve in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ” (that is, to build an intimate relationship of friendship and love with the person 
of Jesus above all things) and to “love one another as he commanded us.” If we do this we will experience the “fruit of the 
Spirit” — “love, joy and peace” (Galatians 5:22). This is the first fruit of grace. 
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“Live on in me”  

The Christian religion is not a religion of doctrines and laws, or even of “love” understood as a human virtue. Nothing we 
believe or do can make us Christians. To be a Christian is to receive a new life. The word “grace” means “the favor of 
sharing in the divine life of God.” The only way to be “Christian” is to be “in Christ” as a member of his body. 

In John 15: 1-8 Jesus makes it clear that in Christianity everything depends on being united to Christ. “I am the vine, you 
are the branches… apart from me you can do nothing.” The first, middle and last thing a Christian should be asking all 
day long is, “Am I doing this in union with Christ? On this job, on this date, in this conversation, in this undertaking is 
Christ acting in me and through me?” If not, then the words of a famous American apply, “I shoulda stood in bed!” 

Our goal as Christians is to live always — as much as possible, as deeply as possible, as constantly as possible — in con-
scious union with Jesus Christ, who is living in us as we are living in him. He is the vine, we are the branches. We can do 
nothing except by his life coursing through us, which means his thoughts inspiring our thoughts, his voice speaking 
through our words, his love expressing itself though our love, his goals, principles and values directing every choice and 
decision we make. “If you live in me and my words stay part of you, you may ask what you will” – and we will “bear 
fruit” that renews the world! 
 
Insight 
How do I – or could I — remain conscious of acting in union with Christ all day long? What can I do to make his 
“words remain” in me? 
 
Initiative: 
Say frequently throughout the day, “Lord, let me think with your thoughts and speak with your words and act as your 
body on earth!” 
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May 4, 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week five:  

The Responsorial Psalm teaches us to experience God by depending on God: “Not to us, O LORD, but to your name give 
glory” (Psalm 115). 

In Acts 14: 5-18 we see again the pattern of the “kerygmatic” or “heraldic” preaching of the Good News: First, pre-
evangelization: a miracle raises a question to which the only true explanation is Christ’s action in his risen body (14: 8-
14): “Not to us, O LORD, but to your name give glory.”  

Then comes evangelization, the preaching of the Gospel in answer to the question (14: 15-18, with Paul’s presumed de-
velopment). But unlike previous occasions (see Acts 2: 41-47; 4:4, 23-36), there is no record of the third phase, eucharist: 
the celebration of the Good News by those who believe — presumably because the Jewish faction “won over the crowds, 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city” (verse 19). 

To bear witness to Christ as prophets we don’t have to work healing miracles. But we do have to be a visible, living mira-
cle of grace! The “pre-evangelization” essential to effective proclamation of the Good News is a lifestyle, a way of living 
and acting, which raises questions that cannot be answered except by the teaching of Jesus and the empowerment that 
comes from his resurrection. The cost of prophetic witness is to live in radical contradiction to the spirit of this world and 
to risk persecution by those who are threatened by this. 

In John 14:21-26 the apostle Jude Thaddeus asks, "Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the 
world?” Why do people, even within the Church, resist the prophets and reject their witness?  

The answer is that, like the Jews who stoned Paul, they identify religion with observance of the rules and adherence to 
orthodox doctrine, and find their security in this. But those who love Jesus enough to want to know him will become dis-
ciples, studying his words. They will enter into intimate union with God: “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.” 

Obviously, right doctrine and rules are important; they are just not Christianity. Christianity is truth and love experienced 
live with God: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send, will teach you everything.” Constant attention to and depend-
ence on God’s action through the Holy Spirit is our only real security: “Not to us, O LORD, but to your name give glory.” 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Live in dependence on the Spirit. Seek guidance through God’s words in Scripture. Listen, 
love and live. 



 37 

 

May 5, 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week five:  

The Responsorial Psalm alerts us to the importance of celebrating the action of the risen Christ in the Church: “Your 
friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom” (Psalm 145). 

In Acts 14: 19-28 we see a pattern that both reveals the presence and assures the permanence of the risen Jesus in the 
Church.  

1. Paul recovers from his stoning after being left for dead, and “the next day went on with Barnabas to Derbe,” where they 
“proclaimed the good news….” This is a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise in today’s Gospel: “Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled or afraid…. I am going away, and I will come back to you.” In the “risen” Paul Jesus continues to work 

2. In Derbe and other cities Paul and Barnabas “made a considerable number of disciples,” and before they left “appointed 
presbyters for them in each church, and, with prayer and fasting, entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had put their 
faith.” They left the new church communities provided with all the priestly functions necessary to assure their continua-
tion  (especially, but not solely, Eucharist). 

3. On their return to Antioch they “called the church together and reported what God had done with them, and how he 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles,” doing what the Responsorial Psalm recommends: “Your friends make 
known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom.” Making known and celebrating the work of God in the Church is 
an important element in maintaining the community’s faith and awareness of the risen Jesus in their midst. 

In John 14: 27-31, Jesus predicted all of this and its fruits: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 
world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” Yes, the Church will suffer persecution and 
setbacks. But just as Paul and Barnabas “strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the 
faith, saying, ‘It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God,’” so Jesus had strengthened the 
apostles, saying, “I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” Each time that the 
work of the Spirit in the Church shows that Jesus has indeed “come back,” we need to celebrate it — because the “world 
must know” that the “ruler of this world” has “no power” over Jesus. To assure this, “Your friends make known, O Lord, 
the glorious splendor of your kingdom.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Recognize, report and celebrate the action of the risen Jesus in the Church — especially as 
revealed through setbacks and persecution. 
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May 6, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week five:  

The Responsorial Psalm tells us: “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122). The readings give us a 
choice of what we will rejoice in. 

The basic choice appears in Acts 15: 1-6. We can rejoice in “all that God has done” or just in the fact that the rules are 
being kept. This was the concern of those who “had come down from Judea” to Antioch and were instructing the new 
Gentile converts whom Paul and Barnabas had brought into the Church, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.” They were not rejoicing in “all that God had done” through Paul and Barnabas, 
and “how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). All they cared about or rejoiced in was law ob-
servance and “orthodoxy” according to their own understanding of what acceptable teaching was. 

There are still those in the Church — and their “name is legion” (see Mark 5:9) — who perpetuate this same attitude. 
They are the natural descendants of the Pharisees, identifiable in any parish or diocese by their auto-assumption of respon-
sibility for defending the Church against all pastoral interpretations or prophetic applications beyond the letter of the law. 
They do not care about “opening a door” for anyone. They just want to close the door to any innovations or change. Any 
priest or lay minister whose first concern is to “feed the sheep” (John 21: 15-17) will be engaged by them in “dissension 
and debate” as Paul and Barnabas were. Law and order are all that gives them joy, and they are usually recognizable by 
their joylessness. 

When the Church envoys told of the conversion of the Gentiles they “brought great joy to all the believers” — except for 
the those who came from the “party of the Pharisees.” These “stood up and said, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and 
direct them to keep the law of Moses.’” What a contrast! 

In John 15: 1-8 Jesus teaches us to rejoice in what bears fruit — which really means to focus on union with him. “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit…. My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” The focus is on union of mind and heart with Jesus, not on law. 

Disciples are learners. Learners change and grow. The Father “prunes” them so that they will “bear more fruit.” Not to 
change, grow and bear increasing fruit may mean that we are not “abiding” in Christ and that his words are not “abiding in 
us.” And it probably means we will not “go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Focus on bearing fruit through live union with Christ.
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May 7, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week five:  

The Responsorial Psalm directs us to focus our attention on what God is doing, and to let that guide our judgments about 
human behavior: “Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations” (Psalm 96). In particular, our interpretation of laws 
should be based on what we experience the Spirit doing in the Church. This is what the readings teach us. 

In Acts 15: 7-21 the “Apostles and presbyters” resolved the dissension between the missionaries and the Pharisee party in 
the Church by basing their decision on three things. 

First was the spiritual experience that Peter, Paul and the missionaries had of the Holy Spirit blessing their work among 
the Gentiles. Peter reminded them that God chose “that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the Gospel 
and believe. And God… bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit just as he did us” (see Acts 10 and note the imme-
diate opposition of the Pharisee party, Acts 11: 1-18). Then “Barnabas and Paul… told of all the signs and wonders that 
God had done through them among the Gentiles.” 

Second, James quoted God’s words in Scripture to show how “the words of the prophets agree with this.”  

Finally, their conclusion reflects political sensitivity to the feelings of the Jewish Christians. The Gentile converts were 
asked to give up some foods that were especially abhorrent to Jews. These restrictions waned as their cause ceased to be 
an issue. 

In their discussion and discernment, the Apostles and elders were in fact following Jesus’ instructions in John 15: 9-11: 
“Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love.” Their focus was on love, not law ob-
servance. The “commandments” Jesus urged them to keep were his own, not the rules and regulations already established 
in Judaism. And the greatest of his commands was simply, “Love one another as I love you.” Their decision was guided 
by their desire to love the Gentiles as Jesus loves all. 

Jesus told them to keep his commandments “just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.” This 
focuses us on mission, because that is what the Father sent Jesus to do. And it coincides with Jesus’ great command to 
Peter: “If you love me, feed my sheep” (John 21: 15-17). To truly obey Jesus with love, we must love and nurture his 
sheep. That is what guided the community’s decision about what to impose and not impose on the Gentile converts. And 
that is the spirit that must guide us all today. To do this we must have the courage to interpret laws in the light of the Spirit 
and their pastoral purpose. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Look to the goal of each law and do what will achieve it. 
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May 8, 2015 

FRIDAY, Easter week five:  

The Responsorial Psalm is the exclamation of one who rejoices in God’s saving love for all people: “I will give you 
thanks among the peoples, O Lord ” (Psalm 57). 

In Acts 15: 22-31 we see this saving love embodied in the Church’s response to the Gentile converts. The community dis-
claims those who “without any mandate from us have upset you with their teachings and disturbed your peace of mind.” 
The Apostles and presbyters confidently affirm, “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any 
burden beyond these necessities….” 

The spirit of the Church guided by the Spirit is the exact opposite of what Jesus condemned in the Pharisees and “scribes,” 
or specialists in the application of the law: “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of oth-
ers; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them” (Matthew 23:2-4; Luke 11:46). The spirit that should 
always prevail in the Church is the spirit Jesus expressed when he said, "Come to me, all you that are weary and are carry-
ing heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

This is the spirit of the prophets, who look, not to the letter of the law, but to the goal of the law, conscious that the inten-
tion that governs and determines the goal of every law or regulation in the Church is Jesus’ commission to Peter, “Feed 
my sheep.” In fulfilling this command we know that we truly love him and those to whom he has sent us (see John 21: 15-
17). 

The freedom of spirit with which prophets approach laws is rooted in Jesus’ words at the Last Supper (John 15: 12-17): 
“I no longer call you servants, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.” Prophets try to judge out of intimate 
knowledge of God’s mind and heart. Because of this the prophets are constantly ministering to others as priests (by Bap-
tism). This is to live Christ’s love. Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.” 
To minister, serving the needs of others, is literally to “give one’s life” for others, because every minute we give to anoth-
er in service is a minute of our life. On this earth life and time are synonymous; for any one of us they begin and end to-
gether. 

Jesus who gave us the commandment, “love one another as I love you” told us later, “I chose you to go and bear fruit.” 
We show our love for God and others by constantly giving expression to the life of God in us in order to communicate it 
to others.  

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Listen, learn and live by the heart (love) of Christ. 
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May 9, 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week five:  

Though both readings speak of opposition to the Gospel and persecution, the Responsorial verse tells us: “Let all the earth 
cry out to God with joy” (Psalm 100). The truth is that people’s rejection of the Church can be a sign that we are truly 
united with Jesus, the “stone that the builders rejected,” who “has become the cornerstone” (1Peter 2:7). Anything that 
indicates we have “died with Christ” to the attitudes and values of this world is an assurance that we have also “risen to 
new life in him” (Entrance Antiphon). This is a cause to rejoice. 

In Acts 16: 1-10 we see Paul subjecting Timothy to the unnecessary pain of circumcision in order to make his ministry 
acceptable to Jews who were still locked into the law. We know that the apostles were ready to endure persecution for 
preaching the Gospel (see Acts 4; 18-33; 14: 8, 19-21), but still the “Holy Spirit prevented them” from preaching in some 
places — presumably because God knew they would not be accepted there. Christians neither seek persecution nor let it 
deter them; they simply follow the Holy Spirit without regard for consequences. This is the guiding principle behind pro-
phetic witness. Whether we are accepted or rejected, praised or persecuted, “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy” (cf. 
Philippians 1: 12-22; 2Timothy 4: 1-9).  

In John 15: 18-21 Jesus tells us that being rejected by people can be a sign we are united to Christ: “If the world hates 
you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Be-
cause you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world--therefore the world hates you.” 

There could be other reasons for rejection, of course. Christians — and more commonly clerics, because of their public 
status and high visibility — might be hated because of their arrogance, injustice or hypocrisy. Peter warns the early Chris-
tians: “Let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker. Yet if any of you suffers as a 
Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name” (1Peter 4:14-16). As prophets, we 
are not trying to draw attention to ourselves by getting ourselves stoned (civil disobedience is a separate issue); we are just 
trying to live out the message of Jesus authentically. And no matter how people respond to it, we will persevere in peace-
fulness and in love. As long as we are united to Christ, whether in his suffering or in his glory, “Let all the earth cry out to 
God with joy.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Bear witness to the Resurrection by living the Gospel fearlessly, regardless of consequences. 
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May 10, 2015 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Experiencing the Spirit of Christ 

 

Inventory (Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B) 

What gives me the greatest joy in life right now? Does it ever cause me to say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!”? 

 

Input 

Everything in the liturgy is speaking to us of joy. The Entrance Antiphon begins: “Speak out with a voice of joy….” This 
is a joy that is spread by love: “Let it be heard to the ends of the earth!” And why do we rejoice? It is because God is giv-
ing new life to us and extending this life to the whole world: “The Lord has set his people free!” 

The Opening Prayer begins, “Ever-living God, help us to celebrate our joy… and to express in our lives the joy we cele-
brate.” Love can’t keep joy to itself. The alternative Opening Prayer looks to the day when joy will be complete through-
out the whole redeemed and risen human race: “May our mortal lives be crowned with the ultimate joy of rising with 
him.” 

The Responsorial Psalm celebrates the inclusion of the whole human race in this joy: “The Lord has revealed to the na-
tions his saving power” (Psalm 97). The Church rejoices because the power of the risen Jesus is shown in the extension of 
his saving love to every person on earth. 

 

From Law to Spirit 

In Acts 10: 25-48 God taught Peter a lesson that altered his whole understanding of the Church’s ministry. Peter had been 
praying on the flat roof of his house when he saw in vision a net filled with creatures Jews were forbidden to eat. A  voice 
from heaven said, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter, who never hesitated to contradict God (see Matthew 16:22) an-
swered as a law-abiding Jew, "By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean” — to which 
the voice responded, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane!” 

This happened three times, and Peter was still “greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen.” He 
was not a fast learner.  

Then some men came to invite him to the house of a Roman centurion, Cornelius, who with his non-Jewish friends want-
ed to hear about Jesus. Peter went, although he said to them, "You know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or 
to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.” Peter was catching on. 

Then an extraordinary thing happened. While Peter was telling them about Jesus, “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word,” and the Jewish Christians who had come with Peter “were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles.” 

This converted Peter from a legalist to an apostle! He said, “Can anyone withhold the water of baptism from these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized. 

This decision, with Paul’s extended ministry to the Gentiles, surfaced the division within the Church between the “Phari-
see party” whose loyalty was to the rules and customs they grew up with, and those who responded to the Holy Spirit. 
That division still splits the Church today and will do so until Christ comes in glory. Phariseeism was, is and always will 
be the most destructive virus in Christianity. 

The Law of Love:  

1John 4: 7-10 gives us the only real answer to this. It is love. John, by the end of his life, had made it his theme song: 
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God… Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.” 

Jesus taught Peter this three times (John 21: 15-17 ). He kept asking Peter, “Do you love me?” And each time Peter said 
he did, Jesus answered, “Feed my sheep.” 
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If we know Jesus, know his mind and heart, and not just his laws, we will try above all things to heal and nurture and en-
courage one another  — especially those who “have most need of mercy”: the sinful and straying and confused, those who 
feel excluded and rejected by the Church. We will interpret laws by love. Then we will have the “mind of Christ” and the 
true mind of the Church (see 1Corinthians 2:12 to 3:15).  

The “Jesus Command”  

In John 15: 9-17 Jesus tells us that to “remain in his love” we must keep his commandments. Then he summarizes all of 
his commandments in one: “This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you.” To do this we have to un-
derstand his love and know his heart, just as Jesus understood the Father’s love and knew his heart. We have to grow into 
intimate friendship with Jesus Christ. 

This is what he offers us: “I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have learned from my Fa-
ther.” The key to ministry, to prophetic witness, to the transformation of the world as faithful stewards of Christ’s king-
ship, is simply this: intimate knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. He is the vine, we the branches. We bear fruit by letting 
his love give life through us. 

It is through love, the love that moved Jesus to “lay down his life for his friends,” that “The Lord has revealed to the na-
tions his saving power.” 

And continues to reveal it. 

 
Insight 
When do I feel most united to Christ: when I am condemning others for their faults or nurturing them with love? 
When I am “standing up for the law” or adapting the law with love? 
 
Initiative:  
Use “ the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22)— love, joy and peace —as a “rule of thumb” to discern whether you are 
thinking with the “mind of Christ.”. 
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May 11, 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week six: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us how God feels about us: “The Lord takes delight in his people” (Psalm 149). We need to 
accept and rejoice in this. 

In Acts 16: 11-15 a woman whom the missionaries had just met, Lydia, invites them to stay at her home: “If you are con-
vinced that I believe in the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And the apostles did. 

This reminds us of Jesus’ promise: “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them” (John 14:23). 

This is a pretty clear affirmation of the Responsorial Psalm: “The Lord takes delight in his people.” But can you believe 
the Lord takes delight in you personally? That it fills him with joy to “make his home” in your heart? Or do you believe 
he is just there because he “has to” be, out of duty to us as God and Savior, the way some people go to Mass just because 
they “have to”? 

Actually, those who come to church out of a sense of obligation are more likely to think God dwells in their hearts for the 
same reason. If we don’t take delight in him, we will find it hard to believe that he really takes delight in us. Then some-
thing important is lacking in our relationship. There is no joy. 

John 15:26 to 16:4 does not say God only takes delight in us if we are working for him by bearing witness. But if we do 
take delight in him, it is a sure thing that we will bear witness. Jesus said “the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father… 
will bear witness on my behalf.” Why? Because the Spirit has been with Jesus, God the Son, from the beginning. He 
knows Jesus, loves him, appreciates so much what he is that he cannot help witnessing to him. And Jesus says the same of 
his apostles: “You must bear witness as well, for you have been with me from the beginning.” They cannot help proclaim-
ing the Good News, the gift that Jesus is, and the gift that the Spirit is — because they have experienced their goodness. 
They are overwhelmed by it. The same should be true of us. 

What if we don’t feel overwhelmed with the joy of the Good News, the joy of knowing Jesus and knowing his love? What 
if we have not experienced the Spirit as Gift? Could it be because we are not loving God consciously? Because the Good 
News has become for us just a “religion” in the sense of a system of obligations? If so, we need to consciously take de-
light in God — Father, Son and Spirit — and in his indwelling presence in our heart. We need to remember, to sing and 
celebrate. As we bear witness to others, the Spirit will bear witness to us. 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Where you don’t find joy, put joy, and you will find it. 
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May 12, 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week six: 

From a basis of experience the Responsorial Psalm declares a basis for hope: “Your right hand has saved me, O Lord” 
(Psalm 138).  
The earthquake in Acts 16: 22-34 that opened the prison doors was a minor revelation of God’s power. The conversion of 
the jailer was a major revelation. God reveals his power when he uses it to accomplish his own purpose, which is the con-
version of the human race. 
In every age, people’s failure to believe in Christ or to continue as active members of the Church tempts us to discour-
agement and doubt. Sometimes the statistics make Christ appear to be a loser. That is when we have to look at a broader 
picture. 
In any particular time or place the faith can flourish or decline, influenced by many factors. Human circumstances — 
wars, disasters, poverty, or sickness — can make some people more receptive to the Good News of salvation. And the 
same circumstances can incline others to ignore the Good News or reject God. Human circumstances do play a part, but in 
the whole picture of things they play a minor part.  
People might go the church or “profess the faith” because it is something their culture, family or friends take for granted; 
or because they are scared or unhappy and seek comfort from God. And they might stop going to church for the same rea-
sons: because their friends don’t go, or they don’t find the comfort or help they were looking for. Either way, it is relative-
ly unimportant, because anything they do for human reasons is outside of their relationship with Jesus Christ. If they go to 
church for human reasons this is not a sign of graced interaction with him. And if they stop going, this could mean they 
had faith and gave it up, but more probably it simply says they never did have a faith that was personal, conscious and 
real. God has neither won nor lost; the game just wasn’t being played on his field. His is the field where grace is at play. 
In John 16: 5-11 Jesus tells us it is the manifestation of the Spirit, not judgment passed on human evidence, that shows 
whether God has won or lost. Humans judged Jesus guilty of sin and condemned him. By human standards his execution 
made God appear to fail in bringing about justice. But when the Spirit brought the Church to life and empowered her wit-
ness, we saw Christ’s condemnation reversed by a higher court, and justice being done on the only level that ultimately 
counts: God’s level. Action that is inexplicable without grace bears witness to the Spirit and only this lets us say unam-
biguously, “Your right hand has saved me, O Lord.” This is what we rejoice in. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Live unambiguously by Christian faith, hope and love.  
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May 13, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week six: 

The Responsorial Psalm declares we should praise God both for what we experience by grace and see around us in the 
world: “Heaven and earth are filled with your glory” (Psalm 148).  

In Acts 17:15 to 18:l Paul begins in Athens by arguing that “The God who made the world and everything in it… does 
not live in shrines made by human hands.” He argues that if we are his “offspring,” as Aratus, a poet from Cilicia (part of 
modern-day Turkey, where Tarsus, Paul’s birthplace was) wrote, then “we ought not to think of divinity as something like 
a statue of gold, or silver, or stone, a product of human genius and art.” Then he spoke of God calling all people to “re-
form their lives.” As long as he was on this human plane, the Athenians listened. But when he said God had “endorsed 
Jesus by raising him from the dead,” that was too much for them. “Some sneered, while others said, ‘We must hear you on 
this topic some other time,’” at which point Paul got the message and left. “A few did join him, however, and became be-
lievers.” These were the ones who were able to go beyond rational speculation on the human level and commit to God in 
faith. Faith is a free human choice, but it is a divinely-powered choice to go beyond the human and accept the divine gift 
of sharing in God’s act of knowing. Not everyone is willing to make this choice. 

In John 16: 12-15 Jesus recognizes that even those who do accept to know truth by faith cannot accept immediately all 
that God wants to reveal to them. He said to his disciples, “I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. 
When the Spirit of truth comes, however, he will guide you to all truth.”  

Our cultural conditioning and the limitations of our human intellects make some things so hard for us to grasp that we cry 
out like the man in the Gospel, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). Peter himself, initially, could not believe it was 
God’s will to let Jesus be crucified (Matthew 16: 21-23), and this was after Jesus had praised him for his faith and decided 
to make him pope! We have to be willing to grow. 

Jesus says that what the Spirit will announce is truth “he will have received from me.” And Jesus receives it from the Fa-
ther, because “all that the Father has belongs to me.” This simply means it is truth that belongs inseparably to God: Father, 
Son and Spirit, and anyone who receives it from the Church receives it from the Three Persons of God. In other words, it 
is divine, it is mystery, it comes as a gift from above: “Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.” 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Don’t expect people of weak faith to accept what you say or do. Be willing yourself to grow 
into what you do not understand..
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May 14, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week six: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us: “The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power” (Psalm 98). In the readings we 
see him doing it without dramatic “signs and wonders.” 

Acts 18: 1-8 shows Paul living as an ordinary working man, a tentmaker, in Corinth. And “every Sabbath, in the syna-
gogue, he led discussions,” trying to convince both the Jews and the Greeks that Jesus was the Messiah. He persuaded 
some. But when the Jewish faction “opposed and reviled him, in protest he shook the dust from his clothes and said to 
them, ’Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’” So he moved in with a 
Gentile named Titus, “and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized,” including 
“Crispus, the official of the synagogue, together with all his household.” 

Here we see Paul making progress, making converts, by the power of God, but doing it “the hard way,” without signs and 
wonders. This is the ordinary way, but it is no less a manifestation of the power of God. In fact, it is a greater revelation of 
God’s power when people accept the faith just through ordinary preaching, teaching and grace, without the extraordinary 
motivation of miracles. This is the power we see at work in the Church today. 

John 16: 16-20 warns us not to think that our relationship with Jesus will always be filled with his evident, felt presence, 
or that we will never feel discouragement and doubt. In the early Church the apostles felt the physical absence of Jesus 
keenly. At times they felt abandoned, insecure and inadequate (see Matthew 14: 13-21 and 22-34; 15: 32-38; Mark 6: 34-
15; Luke 9: 11-17; John 6: 4-45 and 16-21). But Jesus had warned them, “A little while, and you will no longer see me, 
and again a little while, and you will see me.” The Christian life is a life of hope that is both suspended between and sus-
tained by remembering and anticipating. We look back, remember and celebrate all that Jesus did on earth, especially the 
crowning event of his death and resurrection. We look forward to his coming again in triumph. The Christian present is 
life transformed by awareness of the past and the future. Because of Christ’s victory, we know, even when we “weep and 
mourn,” that “the world will rejoice.” We may “have pain, but our pain will turn into joy,” because in Christ’s death and 
resurrection “the Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.” And he is doing it still.” 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Recognize Jesus working and helping you in others. Find him “in the breaking of the bread.” 
Look back with faith and ahead with hope.
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May 15, 2015 

FRIDAY, Easter week six: 

The Responsorial Psalm reassures us that even when things seem to be going badly: “God is king of all the earth” (Psalm 
47). 

Acts 18: 9-18 shows us the Christians being protected from persecution for a change! The Lord tells Paul not to be afraid; 
that in Corinth, “No one will attack you or harm you” And he adds, “There are many of my people in this city.” 

Sometimes we are so conscious of those who oppose Christianity, or who are indifferent to religion, that we forget there 
are many people who are on our side — because they are on Christ’s side. And God will use them to help us, just as he 
uses us to help them. 

We can’t help wondering whether the Roman proconsul, Gallio, was one of those Jesus called “my people.” He did refuse 
to prosecute Paul. Was this just from his political philosophy, or was God moving him? It makes us wonder how many 
people who are “unchurched,” or who profess either no faith in God or a very vague belief in him, are in fact friends of 
Jesus without knowing it. These may be what we call “anonymous Christians,” those who have been reborn in grace by 
“Baptism of desire.” Or they may be just people with good dispositions whom God is leading toward full surrender in 
faith. The point is that “God is king of all the earth,” and we should not think his influence is limited only to professing 
Christians. 

In John 16: 20-23 Jesus is urging us to look beyond whatever grief or trouble our religion is causing us, and to focus on 
the fruit of it. “When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when her child is born, she no 
longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world.” We may not be able to 
identify the precise benefits our particular suffering is giving to the world — or to us — but we know that in and through 
all of us who are the Church, Christ is constantly taking flesh in the world, rising from the dead to live in us, being 
formed, “growing to full stature” in us and in the world (see Ephesians 4:13; Romans 8: 18-23; Galatians 4:19). This is 
our work in the Church: to let Christ live in the world; to give him our bodies as a “living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1), so 
that with us, in us and through us he might continue his presence and mission on earth. This is the purpose and passion of 
our lives that makes every pain and difficulty unimportant, the consequence that renders the cost inconsequential. “God is 
king of all the earth.” And in the end, he will reign in every heart. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Embody Christ courageously. Give him flesh in action. 
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May 16, 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week six: 

The Responsorial Psalm is the same as yesterday, with other verses: “God is king of all the earth” (Psalm 47).  

In Acts 18: 23-28 we see God’s power working outside the ordinary structures of the Church. A Jew from Alexandria 
named Apollos arrived at Ephesus. “He was an eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the 
Way of the Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus.” But he had 
been a disciple of John the Baptizer, not one of those who went around with Jesus, and “he knew only the baptism of 
John.” He was not really connected with the Christian community. Nevertheless, God had inspired him and called him, 
and was working through him in his ministry. 

Like Paul, Apollos was inspired and sent to proclaim Christ directly by God, not by the Christian community or its author-
ities. But like Paul, he did enter into the community and was officially accepted. When Priscilla and Aquila, Paul’s co-
workers, heard him speak “they took him aside and explained the Way of God to him more accurately.” He wanted to go 
on to Corinth in Achaia, so “the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. On his arrival he 
greatly helped those who through grace had become believers.” 

Sometimes lay Catholics hold back, thinking that to preach, teach or hold discussions about religion or Scripture they 
have to be formally approved and mandated by the clergy. This is to deny their baptismal consecration and mandate to 
continue to mission of Jesus as Prophet, Priest and King. “God is king of all the earth,” and he inspires and sends whom 
he chooses. Official approval by pastor or bishop is required only for ministries conducted on church property or officially 
in the name of the parish or diocese. Naturally, if someone begins to teach error or mislead people, the bishop may and 
should intervene to preserve unity. 

In John 16: 23-28 Jesus tells us to pray and act “in my name.” He says, “Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may 
be complete.” We need to recognize that we are in contact with Jesus, that we have direct access to him. We act as his in-
struments, his body on earth. He acts with and in and through each one of us with awesome power. But what encourages 
and strengthens us most is knowing that we are in a loving relationship with the Father, the Son and the Spirit. “The Fa-
ther himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.” This is the source of our 
confidence and our joy. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Follow the Spirit. Do what he moves you to do. 
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May 17, 2015 

THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

(Thursday after Sixth Sunday — or it replaces Seventh Sunday) 

“Up and Out”  

 

Inventory (Feast of the Ascension, Year B) 

Am I on fire to “proclaim the Good News to all creation”? What effect has the life, death, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus into heaven had on me? 

Input 

The angel of the Entrance Antiphon asks those who saw and heard and dealt with Jesus why they were standing around 
“looking up at the skies.” Didn’t they understand that their crucial place in history  (“men of Galilee”) gave them work to 
do? The Jesus who ascended is going to return. The interim period is working time. Didn’t they remember the job Jesus 
gave them: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth!”  

What about our crucial place in history” Men and women of the Americas, Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, the Pacific 
islands. Men and women of the Third Millennium. Do we have a job to do? Is it just as important in our time and place as 
it was then? Are we doing it? Or are we just “standing around” — looking at what? 

In the (alternative) Opening Prayer we say to the Father, “Our minds were prepared for the coming of your kingdom 
when you took Jesus beyond our sight.” How did Christ’s ascension prepare us for the coming of his kingdom? 

The answer is that it focused us on the glory into which Jesus entered “so that we might seek him in his glory” — that is, 
“follow where he has led,” keep in view his victory, foresee his kingdom established throughout the world, and “find our 
hope in his glory.” In other words, work for it. 

The Ascension moves us to get moving! 

  

The Responsorial Psalm calls us to celebrate: “God mounts his throne to shouts of joy; a blare of trumpets for the Lord” 
(Psalm 47).  

Acts 1: 1-11 tells us what we are celebrating: a victory that will be our accomplishment as well as Christ’s. When the dis-
ciples asked Jesus, “Lord is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” he told them not to focus on 
“times or dates” but on their own role in bringing it about: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, 
and then you will be my witnesses… to the ends of the earth!” 

The Psalm continues, “God is king of all the earth… God is king over the nations.” Until the reign of his peace, his love, 
is established over every area and activity of human life on earth, our work is not done. We cannot fulfill our task without 
“power from on high,” but that power is the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through the members of Christ’s 
body on earth. There is no point in “looking up to heaven” unless we intend to take what is given to us from heaven and 
put it to work  

 

All under his feet  

We are acutely conscious that to be effective witnesses to the mystery of Jesus Christ we need a “spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed,” so that we can come to “full knowledge of him.” Ephesians 1: 17-23 tells us that to make 
known how good the Good News is we need to “see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised,” 
and on the practical level “how infinitely great is the power he has exercised for us believers.” 

We are only too aware of the prevalence of sin, the power of entrenched attitudes, values and priorities in every human 
society. But by raising Jesus from the dead to “make him sit at his right hand in heaven” the “God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory,” has made clear “the strength of his power at work in Christ.” Jesus is “far above” every power 
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and authority on earth. God has “put all things under his feet.” Paul specifies that Jesus rules, not just from the distance of 
heaven, but as “head of the Church, which is his body” on earth. The power that is his at the “right hand of God” is at 
hand for us, working in and through the Spirit active within us. We need to “own” this and act in the power poured out on 
us, present in our hearts. 

“Go… proclaim”  

Mark 16: 15-20 is a starting gun. Its message is “Go, go, go! Proclaim the Good News to all creation!” God will work 
with you. You will walk unharmed through all the striking snakes of a society dominated by the power and riches of this 
world. You will be offered immunity to the “deadly poison” of a culture immersed in deception, seductive allurements 
and  “spin.” Move out! You have the power to heal anything you lay your hands on. Go! Believe in the promise the 
Church taught you to pray for since you were a child: “Send forth your Spirit and our hearts will be regenerated — and 
you shall renew the face of the earth!” Go! Proclaim the Good News to all creation! How? By taking action where you 
live and work and recreate: in your home, your social life, business and politics; action based on faith and hope in the 
power of Jesus seated at the right hand of God. 

 
Insight 

Does the Ascension of Jesus inspire you to be his presence on earth? 

 

Initiative:  

Keep asking Jesus, “Act with me, act in me, act through me” in everything you do.  
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May 17, 2015 (bis) 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year B 

(When not the Feast of the Ascension) 

 

The Mission Continues 

 

Inventory (Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year B) 

What gives me hope as I look at the Church right now? What is a sign to me that God is “ordering all things with [his] 
mighty arm”? In the Entrance Antiphon we declare: “My heart has prompted me to seek your face.” Where do I seek the 
face of Christ on earth? How can I recognize it in others? 

 

The (alternative) Opening Prayer quoted above identifies the sign that God is “ordering all things.” His control is revealed 
in forward motion and development. We ask that his “presence among us” will lead the Church and the human race “to 
the vision of unlimited truth and unfold the beauty of [his] love.” The readings tell us the sign of God’s presence and ac-
tion in the Church — the “face” that reveals him — is the unfolding reality of truth and love.  

Reigning From Heaven 

In Acts 1: 15-26 we see evidence that Jesus is still acting on earth, even after his ascension into heaven. Peter assumes the 
role Jesus had given him (Matthew 16: 17-19; John 21: 15-17) and takes responsibility for doing what has to be done. He 
tells the community they must elect a replacement for Judas. The Responsorial Psalm celebrates this as a sign that Jesus is 
alive and well and still ruling his Church from heaven: “The Lord has set his throne in heaven — his royal power rules 
over all” (Psalm 103). Christ’s mission continues in his Church. 

Luke (the author of Acts) has Peter quoting Psalms 69:25 and 109:8 in support of replacing Judas. But there was more to 
it. The number of Apostles had to be brought back to twelve as a sign that, in the Church, Israel (expanded) continues as 
the Chosen People forever. As Nathan promised, the “Son of David” rules and will rule over God’s people until the end of 
time: “his throne shall be established forever” (1Chronicles 17: 11-14).  

The “fullness” of the Chosen People was found in its twelve tribes, and “the Church in the New Testament is conceived as 
the fullness of Israel” (McKenzie, Dictionary of the Bible, under “Number”). In Matthew 19:28 Jesus promises his Apos-
tles they will “sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” And Revelation 21:14 describes the “New Jerusa-
lem” as having “twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” So there had 
to be twelve. 

United in Growth  

In John 17: 11-19 Jesus asks the Father to protect his people and hold them together in unity: “protect them in your 
name… so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The sign that the Father is doing this and “ordering all things with [his] mighty arm” is the preservation of truth in the 
Church. “Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth.” 

This is no easy task, and by doing it Jesus shows that indeed “the Lord has set his throne in heaven — his royal power 
rules over all.” We cannot preserve truth by freezing it in the lifeless literalism of the Biblical fundamentalists. Nor can 
we preserve it by restricting all inquiry to the reductionist formulae of the Catholic “magisterial” fundamentalists. Truth, 
like life and like love, must keep moving to survive. To stagnate is to spoil. Divine revelation is complete and incomplete; 
determined yet developing. It is “the unfolding of truth that already is, the unveiling of beauty that is yet to be.” We pray 
that God’s presence among us will lead us ‘to the vision of unlimited truth,” truth that invites “endless exploration.” We 
ask God to keep unfolding that “beauty ever ancient, ever new” (St. Augustine) that is the beauty of unlimited love.”  

We preserve the unity of the Church, not through enforced conformity or intellectual inertia, but by growing together into 
the fullness of truth and love under the authority of the “Twelve,” who continue to keep the Church “one” through the 
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guidance and government of their vicars, the bishops. 

Truth becomes credible when it is lived with love. Our role as prophets is to keep discovering how the timeless truths of 
Christianity can and ought to “take flesh” in our time. In this way the “vision of truth” and the “beauty of love” grow to-
gether, each supporting the other. For this we must be committed to keep making changes in our life guided by the goal of 
making everything we say, do, have, use, buy or decide bear witness to the truth and values preached by Jesus. 

The Face of God:  

1John 4: 11-16 notes that “No one has ever seen God.” Nevertheless, in the Entrance Antiphon we affirmed: “My heart 
has prompted me to seek your face.” Where can we see the face of the invisible God? 

John gives the answer: “If we love one another, God dwells in us.” Then, not only is “his love brought to perfection in 
us,” but so is his image. As love grows to perfection, Christ’s visible presence in the Church will “lead” all who recognize 
him in his body on earth to “the vision of unlimited truth and unfold the beauty of [his] love” to them. 

This is the meaning and purpose of time. We said in the Opening Prayer that for God, “time is the unfolding of truth that 
already is, the unveiling of beauty that is yet to be.” This is what time must be for us: the span of our lives that we dedi-
cate wholly to letting truth and love grow in us and expand throughout the world. 
 

Insight 

When do I feel most united to other believers: when we are reaffirming what we all understand and believe? Or when 
we are getting new insights together and being called to new ways of loving God and other people? 

 

Initiative:  

With confidence in Christ’s guidance, try to “bring out of your treasure what is new and what is old" (Mt. 13:52). In-
tegrate lasting truth with new thinking. 
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May 18, 2015 

MONDAY, Easter week seven: 

The Responsorial Psalm celebrates Christ’s victory over sin and death (and all the consequences of sin, the chief of which 
is death): “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth” (Psalm 68).  

Acts 19: 1-8 makes clear the difference between the human gesture of repentance that John’s baptism was and the divine 
act of regeneration that sacramental Baptism is. The key to the difference is mystery.  

Both baptisms are human gestures, human expressions of “repentance,” of a “change of mind.” Both are human acts of 
commitment. And God inspires and blesses any human expression of response to him. 

But sacramental Baptism is a mystery of transformation — not just on the level of human choice and direction in life, but 
on the level of life itself, a transformation of our being. By sacramental Baptism we are incorporated into Jesus Christ. We 
become members of the body of God the Son. As St. Augustine expressed it, we “become Christ.” This makes us what he 
is: children of God the Father, filii in Filio, “sons and daughters in the Son.” And the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, 
the Holy Spirit, is poured out into our hearts to “be with us forever” (John 14:16). Sacramental Baptism — Baptism “in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) is a mystery of God acting with divine 
power to give us a share in his own divine, eternal life. That is what “grace” is: the “favor” of participating in the divine 
life of God. By grace we become not just human but divine. 

This is a “mystery,” a truth our human minds can never grasp completely, but which we keep growing into: a truth that 
“invites endless exploration.” The Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of Truth,” is given to lead us into greater and greater under-
standing. Jesus promised, “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you every-
thing, and remind you of all that I have said to you” (see John 14:16, 26; 15:26). This is the fruit of Christ’s victory on the 
cross: “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.” 

John 16: 29-33 calls us to believe in that victory even in our darkest hours. Jesus had to do this when his disciples all 
“scattered,” leaving him alone. What sustained him was his conviction, “Yet I am not alone because the Father is with 
me.” And Jesus is with us, even when we feel abandoned and alone. This is our lifeline in every doubt and difficulty: “In 
the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!” “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth,” 
Christ has conquered! 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Consciously live and act as Christ’s risen body. 
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May 19, 2015 

TUESDAY, Easter week seven: 

The Responsorial Psalm continues yesterday’s Psalm, emphasizing that God saves and provides for us. The response is 
the same: “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth” (Psalm 68). 

In Acts 18: 20: 17-27 Paul gives an account of his ministry, knowing that he is on the road to death. He recalls: “I lived 
among you… serving the Lord with all humility… enduring the trials that came to me…” and “did not shrink from doing 
anything helpful, proclaiming the message… to both Jews and Greeks.” When he concludes, “I do not count my life of 
any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord,” he gives the key to all 
Christian life: we live to let Christ live in us. We live only to continue his mission through all that we do. That is all we 
live for. We have “died” to everything else in order to live only as the risen body of Jesus: “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:19-20; Romans 12:2, 14:7-8; 
1Corinthians 7:29-31; 2Cor. 5:14-21; Colossians 3:1-5 Philippians 1:20-24).  

This sounds and is very radical, but it is all in the First Commandment (Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37). The Com-
mandment, however, was based on the Covenant, while our commitment follows from our identification with Christ 
through Baptism. The authentically Christian life is to live for absolutely nothing in this world except to be Christ and 
continue Christ’s mission. Insofar as our personal gratification is concerned, we relate to everything we own and to every-
one we know as if we were already dead (Matthew 19:21; 10: 37-39; 13: 44-46; Luke 14:26). We live to let Christ live in 
us; that is all. And in us Christ lives only to serve and to save. That was Paul’s life. It is ours. It is glorious. “Sing to God, 
O kingdoms of the earth.” 

John 17: 1-11 is Jesus giving to the Father before he dies what Paul gave to the Ephesians: an account of his ministry. “I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do…. I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me… and they have kept your word.” Now he asks the Father: “Glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you.” 
Jesus is “glorified” — the truth and value of his life, and the victory of his defeat in death are revealed — through the evi-
dent presence and power of his life in his disciples: “I have been glorified in them.” We glorify Jesus by letting him live 
and work in us without restrictions or reserve. That is what it means to be a prophet: to visibly embody Christ, be a credi-
ble witness to the risen Jesus, give flesh to his words in action. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Live only to let Christ live in you.  
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May 20, 2015 

WEDNESDAY, Easter week seven: 

The readings express the concern Jesus and Paul have for the protection of the flock after they are gone. In response, the 
Responsorial Psalm cites the last verses of yesterday’s Psalm, emphasizing God’s power, and inviting us again: “Sing to 
God, O kingdoms of the earth” (Psalm 68).  

In Acts 20: 28-38 Paul warns the elders of the Church in Ephesus that “Some even from your own group will come dis-
torting the truth.” To help them unmask these “savage wolves,” he reminds them that his own teaching was made credible 
by his lifestyle: “I coveted no one's silver or gold or clothing” and “worked with my own hands to support myself and my 
companions.” Paul showed them by example “that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

Authentic Christian witness is built on the example of Christ’s words lived out in action. And this is what sustains the 
faith of the community. Pope Paul VI was emphatic: “The first means of evangelization is the witness of an authentically 
Christian life,” life lived in union with others, in “a communion that nothing should destroy.” We have to resist the divi-
sive influence of those who close in on themselves and separate from the Church as if they were the only true believers. 
Authentic Christians value union with the Church — hierarchical, clerical and lay — over all particular issues, no matter 
how emotional Their life is communal but not clannish: “at the same time it is a life given to one’s neighbor with limitless 
zeal.”  

Paul was prophetic when he wrote, “People today listen more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen 
to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” It is the teaching of Pope Paul that “the Church will evangelize the world 
by… the witness of poverty and detachment, of freedom in the face of the powers of this world, in short, the witness of 
sanctity” (Evangelization in the Modern World, #41).  

In John 17: 11-19 Jesus takes for granted that his disciples will be at odds with their culture: “The world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.” We cannot be prophets and conformists at 
the same time. Witnesses, Paul VI says, radiate “faith in values that go beyond current values, and hope in something not 
seen, that one would not dare to imagine. Through this wordless witness they stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of 
those who see how they live” Ibid. #21). This is to be a prophet. 

 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Structure your life in a way that does not make sense to people of our culture; in a way that 
can only be explained through the Gospel. 
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May 21, 2015 

THURSDAY, Easter week seven: 

The Responsorial Psalm focuses hope where it should be: “Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope” (Psalm 16).  

Acts 22:30 to 23:11 are a fulfillment of what Jesus predicted: “Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two.…” (Luke 12: 51-
53). Paul divided the council that was judging him, just as Jesus had divided the crowds who listened to him (see John 7: 
40-46). And prophets will cause division (Matthew 10: 16-36). In the early Church Paul was the focal point of bitter divi-
sion between the Pharisee party who insisted on the law, and those open to the Spirit who rejoiced in the fruits of the mis-
sionaries’ preaching to the Gentiles (see Acts 11: 1-3; 15: 1-5). 

What this reading brings out, though, is that the prophet is very often unacceptable to any faction in the Church, because 
the prophet doesn’t speak as a member of any party, but in loyalty to God alone and to the Church as a whole. Prophets 
are not committed to taking a “liberal” stance or a “conservative” stance. And they do not write others off by labeling 
them as “conservatives,” “liberals,” or anything else. The prophet is committed to affirming truth in and from all who 
speak it, without asking what “side” they are on. But this is rare among people. So when Paul mentioned the resurrection, 
the Pharisees supported him, not because they were for him, but because they were against the Sadducees. But their sup-
port did not last, and the true prophet does not rely on the support of any faction in the Church, but only on God: “Keep 
me safe, O God; you are my hope.” 

In John 17: 20-26 Jesus prays for unity in the Church. He prays for it because he knows that as long as people in the 
Church are responsive to the Spirit there will be others who oppose them. There is no problem keeping a dead Church 
united: civil war never breaks out in a graveyard. But in a live Church there is constant change, and change inevitably 
brings about division. So Jesus does not pray for the unity of the inert, but for a unity of live people responding to the 
Spirit: “that they may be one, as we are one — I living in them, you living in me — that their unity may be complete”1 — 
that is, a unity, not of conformity, but of mind and will and heart sustained by prayer, dialogue and response to the Holy 
Spirit. 

1 This is from the 1970 New American Bible, which, though not as literal as the 1986 revision, is immensely superior for 
clarity, impact and style as a version to be read in church. 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Avoid all factionalism. Seek the truth of God and of the whole Church with her 2000 year-old 
tradition. Use peace of heart to discern.
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May 22, 2015 

FRIDAY, Easter week seven: 

The Responsorial Psalm invites us to confidence: “The Lord has set his throne in heaven” (Psalm 103).  

Acts 25: 13-21 show how God works through events to fulfill his own plan. King Agrippa said that Paul “could have been 
set free if he had not appealed to the emperor.” But God’s plan was for Paul to go to Rome and bear witness there. Why? 

It may have been so that Peter and Paul would both die there. Peter and Paul could have divided the early Church. Peter 
had the “primacy” of juridical authority in the Church, the “keys of the kingdom.” He was the protos, the “first” among 
the historical group Jesus had gathered during his earthly ministry. But Paul had the authority of his direct call and com-
mission from the risen Jesus to evangelize the Gentiles (Acts 26:16-18). He was raised up 

by the Spirit of the risen Lord to bear witness above all to the primacy of an inward communion of faith and love, the 
perpetually new work of the Spirit…. There we have what we might call ‘the primacy of Paul.’ It was charismatic rather 
than institutional. Paul bore witness to the absolute, radical authority of the Word over everything and everyone…. [His] 
unique calling shows how God’s grace transcends every institution. 

Here were two courses set for collision. But Peter and Paul remained united and died in communion with each other in the 
same city:  

The two ‘primacies’ met at Rome, intermingling in the blood of martyrdom. There the ‘glorious witnesses’ welded into 
one communion the leadership of the protos [Peter] and the authority of the prophet [Paul]. Hence the privilege of this 
local church, and… her special calling: the communion of the witness of Peter and that of Paul which had been entrusted 
to her — engraved in her, so that she became the ‘living memory’ among all the churches. Her bishop would have the 
responsibility of becoming guardian of and spokesman for all that is implied by such a privilege and calling. 1 

That is why the bishop of the church in Rome inherits Peter’s function of keeping the whole Church united, faithful to the 
unity to which their death bore witness. The pope must listen to the voice of the Spirit in the prophets, and the prophets 
must listen to the voice of his authority. 

In John 21: 15-19 Jesus gives to Peter, and thus to every bishop and member of the Church, the Great Commandment of 
pastoral ministry: “Feed my sheep.” The goal that guides the interpretation and application of every rule and policy in the 
Church must be to nourish and nurture the flock, to lead them to the life-giving pastures of Christ’s words and sacraments. 
Above all, pastors should fear the sin of denying the Eucharist to anyone unnecessarily. The words of Jesus are clear: “If 
you love me, feed my sheep.” 
1Tillard, O.P., The Bishop of Rome, Glazier, Inc., 1986, pages 74-117. 

Initiative: Be a prophet like Paul: preserve unity with the Church and bishops. 
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May 23, 2015 

SATURDAY, Easter week seven: 

The Responsorial Psalm tells us: “The just will gaze on your face, O Lord” (Psalm 11). And this is true of the face of the 
incarnate Jesus. Even after his ascension into heaven, we still see his face in the members of his risen body on earth, those 
living by his divine life, in whom Jesus himself continues to live and act. 

Acts 28: 16-31 is another confirmation of the fact that God achieves his ends even through the efforts people make to 
block them. Paul is sent as a prisoner to Rome, but there he is allowed to live in “rented lodgings, welcoming all who 
came to him. With full assurance, and without any hindrance whatever, he preached the reign of God and taught about the 
Lord Jesus.” 

God was enabling him to do exactly what Jesus had commanded before his ascension into heaven: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations….” Paul spent two full years in Rome, the hub of Western civilization at the time, evangeliz-
ing “without any hindrance whatever.” The Psalm says, “The just will gaze on your face, O Lord,” and Paul certainly saw, 
if not his face, the hand of the Lord at work in his life. He saw Jesus’ promise fulfilled: “And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28: 19-20). 

John 21: 20-25 ends his Gospel with the words, “There are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them 
were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 

We allow for literary exaggeration: even if everything Jesus did during his lifetime were recorded, it would not take a very 
large library room to contain the books. But if we understand “Jesus” to include, not only the historical Jesus who lived 
for some 30 years, but also Jesus risen, the Jesus who, in spite of his ascension into heaven, remains present and active on 
earth, multiplied in all the members of his body on earth, then John’s statement approaches literal truth. One Scripture 
scholar explained that when the New Testament writers say, “Jesus said…” it often means “The risen Jesus, speaking in 
the Church, said….” All the words attributed to Jesus in the Gospels were not spoken by him literally while he was on 
earth in the body he received from Mary. But they were spoken by him, and on earth, in the body he received from people 
who, like ourselves, “offered their bodies as a living sacrifice to God” in Baptism to be his body  (Romans 12:1). We say, 
“The just will gaze on your face, O Lord,” and we do. We see his face in one another and hear his voice in the prophets. 
 
Initiative: Be a prophet. Let Christ speak and act in you. 
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May 24, 2015 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Go and Renew the Face of the Earth 

 

Inventory (Pentecost Sunday, Year A-B-C) 

How have you experienced the Holy Spirit acting in your life? Did you ever believe it was the Holy Spirit who was inspir-
ing you? Enlightening you? Comforting you? Strengthening you? 

The Entrance Antiphon proclaims: “The Spirit of the Lord fills the whole world… holds all things together and knows 
every word in human speech.” This is a global perspective, seeing the Spirit as the source of unity and eventual peace 
throughout the world. 

The Holy Spirit is also a personal mentor, tutor or coach as contrasted with a teacher who addresses a whole group. The 
Spirit works with you as an individual to help you remember, understand, and act on what Jesus taught. The Spirit helps 
you use your particular, individual gifts for others. The Spirit maintains unity while promoting and enhancing diversity. 

 
The Gift of Tongues 
In Acts 2: 1-11 people are gathered in Jerusalem from “every nation under heaven.” But when the believers are “filled 
with the Holy Spirit” and begin to proclaim the good news about Jesus, each nationality hears the Christians speaking in 
its own native tongue. We refer to this as “the miracle of tongues.” It is still happening today. 

The real “miracle of tongues” that is happening all around us is not a miracle of people understanding foreign languages, 
but of people being able to speak about Jesus in ways that makes others say, “Now you are speaking my language!” 

To translate something into a particular language is only the first step in communication. Even more important is to be 
able to talk about the Gospel in ways the people you are addressing can relate to; to use the particular words that really 
“speak to them”; to make what Jesus said and did relevant to their own life, especially to their daily lives. This is the gift 
of the prophets. 

Jesus made no laws, laid down no rules. Go through the Gospels and see. You won’t find any. What he gave us were gen-
eral principles, like “Love one another as I have loved you,” and “Love your enemies.” These are not rules, because they 
do not tell us explicitly what to do. We have to think about how to apply them in every particular case. 

Or Jesus taught by giving particular examples of what we should do, leaving it to us to figure out what principles they 
were examples of. These examples are usually such that no one would dream of understanding them as rules for the 
Church; for example, “Sell your possessions, and give alms” (Luke 12:33); or the three examples in Matthew 5: 39-41: 
“Turn the other cheek, give your cloak too, go the extra mile.” These lead us to general principles (e.g. “Nothing should 
be so important to you that it would destroy your relationship with your neighbor: not your possessions, not your time, not 
your fear of rejection”). The prophets are those who have the insight to apply Christ’s general principles to the concrete 
circumstances of their time and place. This is to translate the words of Jesus into the language of relevance. It is the best 
gift of tongues! 

“One body, one spirit in Christ”:  

1Corinthians 12: 3-13 calls us to believe that the gift of leadership in the Church is given to each and every one of us: 
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 

This means that the Spirit works with, within and through every Christian to make the life of Christ in that person evident 
in words and actions that are manifestly the fruit of grace. The unique personality, talents, experiences and circumstances 
of each person enable each of us to see things from a unique angle, or to appreciate something in a special way. This is 
natural, and it is the reason why every single one of us has the gift of leadership and is called to use it when we happen to 
be the one who sees what needs to be done. (Don’t confuse this with authority. We follow authorities out of commitment 
but leaders voluntarily. Authorities keep us united; leaders move us forward. These are two distinct functions and both are 
necessary). 
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The Spirit works through what we have by nature and raises it to a higher, a divine, level by enlightening and empowering 
us to see and do what is according to Christ’s teachings and the Father’s direction for the establishment of his reign — 
both in our hearts and in the world. In addition to (and usually working through) our natural gifts and talents, we all have 
“gifts of the Spirit” which we need to recognize, acknowledge and use. There are “varieties of gifts… of services… of 
activities.” Each of us is unique, and our gifts are multiple and diverse. 

But because it is “the same Spirit… the same Lord… the same God who activates all of them in everyone,” and the Spirit 
is a spirit of unity, we continue “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace…. until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4: 2-3, 13). 

“Pardon and peace…”  
The essential work of sin is division: separation from God and from other people. The essential work of the Spirit is unity: 
union with God and with other people. And so in John 20: 19-23, when Jesus gives the call-sign greeting of his resurrec-
tion appearances, “Peace be with you,” he continues: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are for-
given them….”  

This explains why the Church puts into the words of sacramental absolution during the rite of Reconciliation, “God, the 
Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy 
Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus “took away the sins of the world” by dying on the cross and incorporat-
ing us into his body to die and rise in him. Through him as “Lamb of God” the Father has “reconciled the world to him-
self.” And now he has “entrusted to us” — to the Church, his body on earth — this ministry of reconciliation (2Corinthi-
ans 5: 18-19). The Holy Spirit is present and active in the Church, extending the forgiveness of sins in a physical, visible 
way to all who ask for it. 
But the “ministry of reconciliation” is not limited to sacramental absolution of sins. It is above all the “message of recon-
ciliation” that God has entrusted to the Church and to every member in it. Paul was sent to announce the reconciliation of 
Jew and Gentile, to proclaim that through Christ “God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1:20). The “ministry of reconciliation” is the work 
of bringing the whole world together in the “peace and unity of the kingdom” Christ came to establish. The message and 
ministry of reconciliation is the message and ministry of love: God’s love extended to all, God’s love in us extended and 
reaching out to every member of the human race. 

In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps. 104) we repeat a prayer that is also a proclamation of faith and hope: “Lord, send out your 
Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” We ask for this because we believe it is possible. We believe it is God’s will. We 
believe he is doing it and wants to do it through us. Pentecost invites us to embody this belief in action. 

We live in glorious times. As Christopher Fry wrote in The Sleep of Prisoners: 
Thank God our time is now, when wrongs rise up to meet us everywhere; never to leave us till we take the longest 
stride of soul man ever took. 
 

This is a time when Jesus is calling to us: “Look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.” People are 
defecting from the Church in droves. Vocations to the ordained priesthood and to religious orders are dramatically down. 
Scandals have rocked the Church. Serious defects in the selection and formation of priests and bishops are glaringly evi-
dent. Religion seems to be sinking under the surface in a secularized world. It stands to reason God is ready to counter-
attack. 
Everything indicates that the renewal of the Church will take place through the awakened leadership of a renewed laity. 
Every Christian is called to be an evangelizer, a disciple, a witness, a prophet, priest and steward of the kingship of Christ. 
This is the time to act with confidence in what we pray: “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 
  

Insight 

What do I see that needs to be done in the Church? Can I acknowledge this as a gift of the Spirit? Will I have the con-
sistent faith to act on it, doing what I can to bring it about? What is the Spirit empowering me to do? 

 

Initiative: Be a prophet. Renew the face of the earth.
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What has this booklet done for you? 

These reflections were designed to help you understand better your baptismal consecration as prophet: that is, as one con-
secrated and committed to bear witness to the Good News by embodying the truth and values of Jesus Christ in your life-
style.  

It will help to look back and review what you have seen, asking how you have responded in choices and how you might 
respond. Remember, the effectiveness of input is measured by the authenticity of output. 

• How much time did you spend reading and praying over these reflections? Did you come to enjoy this moment in your 
day? 

 
• Did they motivate you to keep making changes in the way you eat, drink, dress, drive, spend time, money, etc., in an 

effort to make all you say, do, own, use , buy and decide bear witness to Christ’s values? 
 
• What do you know now about sharing in the mission of the Church that you didn’t know before? 
 
• Did these reflections confirm you in your choice to live out your baptismal consecration as prophet? Did they make that 

choice more real to you? 
 

• More specifically…  

• Do you have a clearer appreciation of the fact you are sent to continue the mission of the Church by bearing witness 
in word and actions? 

• Do you understand more clearly the mystery of your identification with Jesus as his risen body on earth? Can you 
say, “I have become Christ”?  

• Are you able to recognize better the signs of Christ’s life, of Christ’s Spirit, in yourself and others? Does this give 
you joy? 

• Do you understand better how to follow the spirit (seek the goal) of the law rather than the letter? Are you more 
alert to God’s inspirations? 

• Do you understand that prophetic witness arouses conflict? Are you willing to “love back” when this happens and 
persevere with courage?  

•  Are you determined to keep making changes in your lifestyle in an effort to let Jesus live more visibly in you and 
continue his mission? 
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