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  The Matthew Series:  
Matthew’s Gospel Charts the Christian Path 

 
 

 
 

 
Father David Knight studied Matthew’s Gospel for seventeen years, looking for a way to present 
the whole Gospel in a weekend retreat. His hope was to find a few key themes under which all 
twenty-eight chapters of Matthew could be grouped and brought into focus.  
 
What he found was that all of Matthew’s Gospel can be outlined as presenting four challenges, 
four invitations to enter completely into that “life to the full” which Jesus came to give. These 
challenges are progressive: each builds on the one before it and leads to a higher level of Gospel 
living. Together they provide a unified, systematic, Gospel plan for living the Christian life “to 
the full.” 
 
The six books in the “Matthew Series” present Matthew’s Gospel as following, chapter and 
verse, an outline based on these four challenges: 
 

Part One is presented in three books: Why Jesus, which asks, “Can you accept Jesus as 
Savior?”  while two books which ask “Can you accept Jesus as a Teacher?”: A Change 
Within, and Make Me a Sabbath of Your Heart. 
 
Part Two is presented in Saving Presence. 
 
Part Three as presented in No Power But Love. 
 
Part Four is presented in Until He Comes. 

 
The outline below presents Matthew’s Gospel graphically by diagramming each of the four parts 
as a triangle—each presenting seven themes in a narrative section as seven steps in ascending 
order leading up to a discourse section, and then descending again in another narrative section 
through a repetition of the same seven themes to the end of the part. (Note:  I know there are five 
discourse sections in Matthew and that his is gospel is commonly divided into five parts. This 
issue will be addressed). 
 
Each part (triangle) is introduced by the clue text “Son of David.” Jesus is called “Son of David” 
in direct address only three times in Matthew’s Gospel. Each time, it signals a transition to the 
next part of the Gospel. 
 
Another clue text is the list of names that begins each part as outlined in the diagrams below. 
Each part begins with a list of names appropriate to the topic treated in that part.  
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Part I (“Can you accept Jesus?”) begins with the family tree of Jesus (Mt. 1:1-17). 
 
Part II (“Can you accept the Church?”) begins with the “family tree” of the Church (Mt. 
10:1-7): the names of the Twelve Apostles who are the foundation of the Church as the 
twelve sons of Jacob were the foundation of the Chosen People (see Genesis 35:22-26; 
Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 21:14).  
 
Part III begins with a short list of names in answer to the question, “Who do people say I 
am?”—through which Matthew leads into the doctrine of the cross.  
 
Part IV begins, not with a list, but with the one name, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” 
shouted out in answer to that question as Jesus enters Jerusalem in preview of the triumph 
which will be complete only when he comes again in glory, and for which we must wait 
in persevering faith and fidelity. 

 
For practical use, it is also helpful to move horizontally across the triangles, looking at each of 
the seven themes as it appears in each of the four parts. Thus we see the first theme -- mission -- 
presented in:  
 

Part I as the mission of Jesus;   
 
Part II as the mission of the Church; 
 
Part III as the mission to save the world specifically through the way of the cross, and  
 
Part IV as the mission of believers to persevere in efforts to establish the reign of God 
until Jesus comes again.  
 

In each part of the Gospel each theme appears as both the same and different, according to the 
topic treated in each part. (See the horizontal outline below). 
 


